
 

 

 

 

 

Term Two, Week 3 

May 9th, 2023 
 

From Susan’s Desk  Leadership and Management News 

Dear Families,   
 

We had great success at the District Cross Country event held last Wednesday. 

Many of our students achieved a placing in their event. Congratulations to those 

students that now continue on to the combined school cross country event. 

There is more about this later in the newsletter. 

 

PSG invitations have been sent out via the School Interview App. Please ensure 

you select a time that is suitable to meet with your child’s classroom teacher and 

Sonja to discuss individual student goals and their progress. These meetings 

ensure communication between school and home is ongoing and an opportunity 

to discuss achievements and growth for these students.  

 

This Friday May 12th, we are celebrating the special woman in our lives to say 

thank you to all they do. We are hosting a ‘Muffins with Mum’ breakfast on the 

basketball court from 8am and invite you to join us. All students will be able to 

have a muffin. If you would prefer your child not to have one due to dietary 

requirements, please let your classroom teacher know via email.  

 

We will also be drawing the Thermomix raffle at our ‘Muffins with Mum’ breakfast. This week is your final 

opportunity to purchase a ticket to support our school library and strengthen the reading culture for all our 

students. Families are encouraged to purchase 2 tickets to help reach our target. We are almost there, but would 

appreciate one last effort to sell as many tickets as we can! The P&F will also be running the Mother’s Day stall 

on Friday 12th May. Students are asked to bring in $5 to choose a gift.  

 

After the success of Walk to School Week last year, two of our Year 6 students are organising this again;  

running from May 15th to May 19th. They would like to hand out fruit to the students on Friday, May 19th as a 

way to encourage a healthy lifestyle. To raise money for the fruit they are asking that students come and watch 

a Year 6 student vs teacher basketball game on Friday, May 12th and donate a coin. It is wonderful to see our 

leaders taking action about things they are passionate about and encouraging our community to get involved. 

They have written further information in this newsletter. Well done on your leadership Riley and Lachlan! 

 

Kelly Club has asked that a coded lock be placed on the back gate during their after school sessions. Those 

families that attend Kelly Club will be informed of the code. If you have not received this, please ask when you 

are next using the service.  

Enjoy your week. 

Susan 
 

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land that St Margaret's is located on, 
the Wathaurong people. We pay our respects to Elders' past, present and emerging 

and acknowledge the importance of Aboriginal culture in all the work we do. 
  
 

All students attending St Margaret's Primary School have the right to feel safe.  
The care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. 

 

St Margaret's is a culturally safe environment in which the diverse and unique identities  
and experiences of all children and young people are respected and valued.  
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Calendar of Events  Term 2 
May 
(New items in bold) 

Friday, May 12th    Muffins with Mum 8am.  

     Thermomix Raffle drawn 

Friday, May 12th    Mother's Day Stall 

Friday, May 12th    Minibeast Incursion – P-2  

Friday, May 12th    Staff vs Yr 6 student Basketball match. Bring a coin to  

     watch. Raising money for walk to school fruit (student  

     initiative)  

Monday 15th to Friday 19th  Walk to School Week (student initiative)  

Tuesday May 16th    School Board 7pm 

Thursday, May 18th    Environmental Savours Peer Teaching Day at Holy Spirit 

Friday May 19th    Walk to School Fruit morning (student initiative)  

Friday, May 19th   Assembly – 3/4  

Tuesday May 23rd    Division Cross Country Championships 

Wednesday May 24th    3 /4 visit to Freedom Aged Care  

Thursday, May 25th   RACV Solar Squad Incursion – Years 5/6 

Thursday, May 25th   5 / 6 netball & AFL Lightning Premiership 
 

June 

Friday, June 2nd    Italian Day & Special lunch 

Friday, June 2nd   Assembly – 1/2 

Monday, June 12th    King’s Birthday Public Holiday  

Friday, June 16th    Assembly – Prep 

Monday June 19th to Friday 23rd Anti Bullying Week 

Thursday, June 22nd    P&F Special Lunch  

Friday, June 23rd    Last day of Term 2. 1.30pm finish.  

Dress as your favourite Superhero for Anti Bullying 

Day! 
 

*Last day of school for the year will be Friday December 15th at 1.30pm. 

 

 

2024 Enrolments 
 

Enrolments are now closed. Tours will continue on a needs basis.  

 

 

Walk to School Week 
May 15th - 19th  

 

This term as Year 6 leaders, we are organising a walk to school week. The walk to school week will be 

happening from the 15th -19th of May. On the Friday we will give out apples and pears to everyone who has 

joined in for the week.  
 

To raise money for the fruit we will be having a Year 6 Student verses Staff basketball game on Friday May 

12th 1.10-1.30pm. Please bring a coin donation to watch the game.  
 

We hope you enjoy it!  

Riley Budge and Lachlan Reynolds 
 

 

 



 
 

School Community News   

Meet the Staff of St. Margaret’s 

(a few at a time!) 
 

 

 

Name: Gabrielle Costa 
 

Role: Visual Arts & Music 
 

Years at our school: 7 
 

Family: My partner Connor, & 2 Step boys Douglas (7), Oscar (4) & our 2 fur babies 

Koda & Rocky. 
 

Loves: Fishing, gardening, baking, camping, clay shooting, going to the theatre   and 

anything music or art related! 

 

Name: Libby Fitzgerald 

 

Role: Business Manager 

 

Years at our school: 3 

 

Family: My husband Gavin and two teenage children. 

 

Loves: The family dog, Coco, holidays to the beach, dinner with friends and Carlton 

Football Club. 

 

Name: Sonja Ginn 

 

Role: Wellbeing & Learning Diversity Leader 

 

Years at our school: 17  

 

Family: My husband, Scott, and 2 children, Rhys and Anika. 

 

Loves: Renovating. During the holidays I usually paint at least one space, if not two. 

Recent projects have included the laundry and a new garden bed. 

 

Name: Matt de Jong 
 

Role: 3/4 Teacher 
Learning & Teaching Leader 
 

Years at our school: 21 
 

Family: My wife Sara, and two boys at St Ignatius, Jackson and Jude 
 

Loves: Life! Travelling with my family and enjoying nature. Watching and being involved in 

sport, especially my kids’ 

 
 



 

 
 

Art News   

This week, we explore the wonderful work of Maeve Noonan and 

Lorenzo Manna.  
 

Maeve and Lorenzo are grade 4 students that have been involved 

in Art classes at our local Eastern Hub where they have been 

creating sculptures, paintings and collage with children's book 

illustrator, Katrina Fisher.  
 

For more wonderful Arts and Music workshops and events in and 

around Geelong and the Surfcoast check out: 

www.geelongaustralia.com.au/arts 
 

Keep up the wonderful creations!  

Gabrielle Costa 
 

                    

Sport News   

 

Cross Country Champions 
 

On Wednesday, May 3rd we had 44 students from grade 4, 5 & 6, compete in the Troop District Cross Country 

at Eastern Gardens.  St Margaret's students competed extremely well in very wet and cold conditions.   

There were some excellent results and we have 18 students who finished in the top 8, and have qualified for the 

Division Cross Country event on May 23rd. There were some terrific individual performances by our students 

including the 11 year old boys who placed in 6 of the 8 qualifying places! Congratulations to Tom Higgins, 

Charlotte Butcher and Georgia Lydom who each won their respective age group event. 

Fiona Moran  

Physical Education Teacher 
 

St Margaret’s Primary School 

83 St Albans Road 

East Geelong 3219 

        Ph 5229 7453    

Acting Principal: Susan Perks sperks@smgeelongeast.com.au  

 

Office Manager: Anne Miller amiller@smgeelongeast.com.au  
 

Business Manager: Libby Fitzgerald lfitzgerald@smgeelongeast.com.au 
 

Parish Priest: Father Jim Clarke  frj@stmarysgeelong.com.au 
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School Community News   

Chicks! 
 

The chickens are ready to find their forever homes! If you are interested in taking chickens home, they must be 

picked up on this Friday May 12th. As they are social animals you will be required to take 2 chicks. We cannot 

confirm if they are males or females and unfortunately, roosters cannot be returned! 

Care packs can be purchased for $35 - cash only.  

Please email Miss Sarah to register your interest - first in, best dressed! 

sbryant@smgeelongeast.com.au 
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