
 

 

 

 

 

Term Two, Week 7 

June 6th, 2023 
 

From Susan’s Desk  Leadership and Management News 

Dear Families,   
 

Last Friday we celebrated Italian Day! Our students were engaged in a wide range of activities that immersed 

them in the language and culture of Italy. Our Prep and 1/ 2 students enjoyed the Cavallo Capers Incursion 

whilst our 3-6 students rotated through a variety of engaging activities.  The weather was a perfectly sunny 

winter day, and we were able to enjoy sharing our pizza and gelato lunch with the families that attended 

outside. We also enjoyed listening to the tunes from Phil Carroll on the accordion! Good luck to the senior 

students who entered the Design a Jersey Competition. We look forward to announcing the winner this week.  

 

The reimaging of the library space is coming together. Jaki and Kerrie-Anne have been working tirelessly to 

select appropriate furniture and colour scheme. Jaki has outlined how this is progressing later in this newsletter 

and we are excited that this will be taking place soon! The fairy house outside is also taking shape. We are 

excited that Miss Costa and her students have been making their design a reality. In the coming weeks the fairy 

house area will be redesigned with grass being laid and the seating removed for another play space for our 

students. We are hoping to source a cubby house for this area as well. If you know of anyone that would be 

willing to assist with this, please let me know. It is exciting to see our areas being reinvigorated for our students 

to enjoy. 

 

A reminder that, 'Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child's education' - Every 

Day Counts, Victorian State Government. Regular student attendance is vital as it affects a student’s school 

work (academic growth and progress) and social adjustment (attitudes to school). Therefore, at St Margaret's 

School, regular student attendance is expected and encouraged, if your child is not unwell. School attendance 

rolls are marked twice daily: 9am (morning period) and 2.20pm (afternoon period). Students arriving at school 

after 9am must be signed in by a parent/guardian using the school's system, located at the front office. In the 

event where a child is absent for any reason, the school's student absence procedure must be followed. Families 

are required to contact the school office if their child is unwell. If families intend to take a family holiday 

during the school term, please email me and their classroom teacher to let us know. 

 

Over the coming weeks we are fortunate to have both Sinead Stevenson and Chris Hansen come to speak to our 

students about Viqueque. It is important our students continue to learn about the relationship our Parish has 

with Viqueque and the ongoing benefits of this association. We are looking forward to having Sinead speak to 

the junior students about Viqueque and to having Chris speak to the 3-6s about his ongoing work in Viqueque 

and how St Margaret’s can continue to support this community.  
 

Enjoy your week. 

Susan 
 

 

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land that St Margaret's is located on, 
the Wathaurong people. We pay our respects to Elders' past, present and emerging 

and acknowledge the importance of Aboriginal culture in all the work we do. 
  
 

All students attending St Margaret's Primary School have the right to feel safe.  
The care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. 

 

St Margaret's is a culturally safe environment in which the diverse and unique identities  
and experiences of all children and young people are respected and valued.  
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Calendar of Events  Term 2 
(New items in bold) 

June 

Monday, June 12th    King’s Birthday Public Holiday  

Tuesday, June 13th    Division AFL Championships 

Tuesday, June 13th     Viqueque Talk for Prep & 1/2s 

Thursday, June 15th   Viqueque Talk for 3/4 & 5/6 

Wednesday, June 21st    3/4 students visiting Whitehaven Aged Care 

Friday, June 16th    Assembly – Prep 

Monday, June 19th to Friday 23rd Anti Bullying Week 

Thursday, June 22nd    P&F Special Lunch – hot dogs  

Friday, June 23rd    Last day of Term 2. 1.30pm finish.  

Dress as your favourite Superhero for Anti Bullying Day! 

  Term 3 
July 

Monday, July 10th    First day of Term 3 

Tuesday, July 25th    School Board 7pm 

Wednesday, July 26th    Morning Tea for Grandparents 

Thursday July 27th    District Athletics (selected students) 

 

August 
Wednesday, August 9th   Emmaus Meal 6.30pm (First Eucharist preparation evening) 

Friday, August 18th   3/4 Melbourne Symphony Orchestra excursion 

Sunday, August 20th    Sacrament of First Eucharist 2.30pm 

Monday August 21st    Book Week 

Monday, August 21st    Three Way Conversations  

           (parent/teacher interviews) 4pm - 6:30pm    

Tuesday, August 22nd              Students Finish at 1.30pm.  

       Three Way Conversations  

           (parent/teacher interviews) 2pm - 6pm  

 

September 

Friday, September 1st    Father’s Day Bake Sale 

Monday, September 4th   School Closure Day - Staff Professional Development  

Friday, September 8th   Maths Comp (Year 6 selected students)  

Thursday, September 14th   Footy Colours / Pie Day 

Thursday, September 14th   R U OK? Day 

Friday, September 15th   Last Day of Term 3. 1.30pm finish. Casual Clothes 

 

St Margaret’s Primary School 

83 St Albans Road 

East Geelong 3219 

        Ph 5229 7453    

Acting Principal: Susan Perks sperks@smgeelongeast.com.au  

 

Office Manager: Anne Miller amiller@smgeelongeast.com.au  
 

Business Manager: Libby Fitzgerald lfitzgerald@smgeelongeast.com.au 
 

Parish Priest: Father Jim Clarke  frj@stmarysgeelong.com.au 
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Calendar of Events continued  Term 4 
October 

Monday, October 2nd    First Day of Term 4 

Friday, October 13th    Odd Socks Day for Mental Health 

Friday, October 27th    Art Show 

Mon, Oct 30th - Wed, Nov 1st   5/6 Camp Kangaroobie  

November 

Thursday, November 2nd   3/4 Sleep Over 

Friday, November 3rd    P&F Special lunch 

Monday, November 6th   Student Free Day 

Tuesday, November 7th   Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

December  

Friday, December 15th   End Term 4 1:30 finish 
 

A Very Special Birthday for a Very Special Lady 
 

Anne Miller has been part of our St. Margaret’s community for nearly her whole life; 

first as a student, then a mother of students, then a teacher’s aide, then as an 

administration officer.  Anne has the living memory of our school close to her heart and 

no better person exemplifies our school values of welcome, kindness, consideration, a 

thankful heart and a willing spirit.  We all wish Anne a wonderful birthday this ‘special’ 

year and every year! 
 

Literacy   

Beyond Words Writing Competition 
 

There is no doubt we will have some budding authors at St Margaret’s with titles like: The Magic Book, Dino 

Time Travellers, and Gymnastics Sabotage. These are some of the narrative pieces the Year 3 and 4 students 

have submitted to the Dymocks, Beyond Words, writing competition.  The writing process can be a 

challenging task for some students. Planning and drafting are important elements when writing a ‘story’. 

However, there are number of other essential steps, such as thinking, editing, revising, and finally publishing. 

Often, we find that some students want to jump straight in and start writing without going through the writing 

process, however, when done properly students can produce outstanding results. To see evidence of the 

incredible work the students have published, please take a walk down the main corridor where you will be 

immersed in a sea of imaginative narratives. 
 

HAPPY READING! 
 

     
 



 

 
 

  Student Voice 
 

Italian Day Snapshot Sentences 
 

The gelato was perfect.  When I 

licked it, the Italian flag colours 

appeared lined up just like the flag.  

Lenny 

When the classes came out for 

lunch the air was filled with joy.  

People were eating, dancing and 

enjoying the sunshine.  Willow 

When the ice cream hit my mouth 

if felt cold and packed with flavour.  

I had mixed flavoured ice cream 

that felt smooth and soft.  Pearl 

Italian Day looks gorgeous with all 

the red, white and green.  Miller 

When Holly stuck out her tongue I 

saw a whole world of blue in her 

mouth.  Lily 

On Italian day I began to lick my 

ice cream and out of nowhere my 

tongue turned blue.  Holly 

On Italian day the ice cream was so 

soft and smooth.  When I saw 

someone eating the ice cream my 

mouth was drooling.  Dhyani 

The gelato tasted incredible.  It was 

like they were made out of joy!  

Miller 

The gelatos were awesome.  They 

tasted zingy and sweet and we 

couldn’t get enough.  Everybody 

waited in anticipation for their ice 

cream.  Willow 

I liked making the pizza with Shae 

and Juan and the gelato was good. 

Ivy 

I loved when I go to eat my pizza 

because it tasted delicious and it 

felt like I was in heaven.  Eliana 

The singer taught us a dance.  It 

went like Bella Ciao, Bella Ciao, 

Bella Ciao Ciao Ciao Ciao.  Harry 

On Italian day the singers were so 

loud my ears were about to burst.  

Dhyani 

The accordion player was 

extremely talented.  Miller 

On Italian day I played bocce.  It 

was interesting and fun.  Jobe  

The pizza tasted delicious.  I was 

enjoying it with my friends.  

Elizabeth 

I had some gelato.  It was sour in a 

good way.  Arlo 

My friend Miller and I built a 

curved, hollow, colossal bridge of 

rectangle planks.  Jack R 

My pineapple had pizza in it.  It 

tasted good. James 

I loved the strawberry ice cream 

because it was delicious. Juan 

Finally I was so close to the soft, 

smooth, tasty gelato. Aiden 

I liked the planks.  Liam 
I liked making the felt pizza with 

Ivy and Juan.  Shae 

The pizza was so deliciously tasty, 

it was great. Miller 
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Library Re- refurbishment  

Sneak Peek! 
 

The library refurbishment is coming along 

nicely; however, it takes a lot of planning 

and preparation. There are so many 

decisions to make and things to consider. 

Not only do we need to think about what is 

going to look great and be comfortable, we 

also need to ensure that we choose shelving 

to house the collection appropriately. Not 

an easy feat! 

 

Fortunately, we had the expertise of 

Carmen, our Raeco representative who 

patiently guided us to choose some fabrics 

and furniture pieces.  

 

We have based the colour scheme around a 

beautiful indigenous fabric print titled, Our 

Story Tellers and the Knowledge Holders.   

 

The mood board below showcases the print 

that will be used for the ‘teacher’ chair 

alongside complementary blues, greys, and 

greens for the ottomans and bench seats. 

 

It has been exciting to see it coming 

together.  

 

Stay tuned for more library refurb updates 

coming soon…. 
 
 



 

 
 

Student of the Week Awards   

Class Student Award 

PREP Jonah Smith  

 

Jane Mathew 

For working hard on his organisation this week. 

 

For her excellent effort in writing her information report. 

1 / 2 KH  Olive Spencer 

Harmer 

For always being a great friend to others. 

1 / 2 JK  Kartia Mirmilstein 

 

 

Sarah Smith 

 

For always demonstrating wonderful learning habits and being a positive 

role model. 

 

For her kind and friendly nature. Sarah always looks out for others. 

1 / 2 PB Caity Budge 

 

Izzy Porter 

For her diligent work efforts. 

 

For her kindness and positive attitude. 

1 / 2  

AC-EB 

Jonathan Reid 

 

Annie Butcher 

For his improved effort and persistence with classroom activities. 

 

For being a responsible and helpful class member. 

3 / 4  

MD-MdJ 

Lily Bell 

 

Dhyani Ka Patel 

For always being willing to support others with kindness and generosity. 

 

For the thought and consideration she gives to completing her very best 

work. 

3 / 4 LC Aliza Cole 

 

Lorenzo Manna 

For the awesome effort she gives to her Maths work. 

 

For the encouragement and learning support he gives to his classmates. 

3 / 4 JB Madison Ballard 

 

Jake Poole 

For her enthusiasm shown towards all learning tasks. 

 

For displaying a growth mindset and always trying his best when faced 

with new learning tasks. 

5 / 6 NA 

 

5 / 6 NA 

Adriel Sibi 

 

Miller Young 

For creating an exemplary information report in writing. 

 

For an outstanding maths result. 

5 / 6 LD 

 

5 / 6 LD 

Tom McGuane 

 

 

Jackson Spark 

For his continued persistence and creativity in your work, particularly in 

his writing. 

 

For his knowledgeable contributions and effort towards the inquiry topic. 

5 / 6 JW  

 

5 / 6 JW  

Billy O’Kane 

 

Max Russell 

For contributing to class discussions. 

 

For always being helpful and positive in the classroom. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 


