
 

 

 

 

 

Term Three, Week 6 

August 15th, 2023 
 

From Susan’s Desk  Leadership and Management News 

Dear Families,   
 

Last week our students participated in many wonderful learning opportunities. James Price and Railway 

Victoria ran an artist presentation which connected to our local community and the upgrade at Geelong Station. 

The students were thoroughly engaged as well as being immersed in indigenous art and how this is enhancing 

their local community.  

 

Our Year 1/2 students had a wonderful day exploring the local bollards along Eastern Beach as well as 

participating in sessions at the Geelong Wool Museum. This excursion linked into their inquiry unit this term 

and allowed the students to make further connections to their learnings taking place at school. 

 

Last Wednesday our First Eucharist candidates shared a preparation evening with their 

families at the Emmaus Meal. These students continued their learning about this 

sacrament and the importance and significance of sharing a meal. It was lovely to see so 

many families coming together to share a meal and to further discuss the meaning behind 

this sacrament. These students will receive this sacrament on Sunday 20th August and we 

keep them in our thoughts and prayers.  

 

Next week is Book Week with the theme this year being ‘Read, Grow, Inspire’. Our dress up parade and 

‘booknic’ will take place on Tuesday. We have many other activities organised for the week including visiting 

authors and the Book Fair. Further information regarding book week is attached to this newsletter. 

 

A reminder that our 3 way conversations will take place on Monday August 21st 4pm to 6.30pm and Tuesday 

August 22nd  2pm to 6pm. Please note that students finish at 1.30pm on the Tuesday to allow time for these 

important conversations to take place. Kelly Club is available to those families that need care at this time. 

Please contact Ash to make a booking.  

 

We invite our Year 5 and 6 families to be part of our online puberty session on Wednesday August 23rd at 7pm. 

This family night will be facilitated by a qualified Family Life Educator using the program ‘Things Are 

Changing’, which is an endorsed resource by the Bishop and Catholic Schools Office of this Diocese. The event 

will run for 60 minutes and the online forum has received positive feedback as it allows you to further discuss 

the topics covered with your child in the safe environment of your home. We encourage all our families to 

attend. Please see Sonja if you require any further information.  
 

…continued over   

 

 

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land that St Margaret's is located on, 
the Wathaurong people. We pay our respects to Elders' past, present and emerging 

and acknowledge the importance of Aboriginal culture in all the work we do. 
  
 

All students attending St Margaret's Primary School have the right to feel safe.  
The care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. 

 

St Margaret's is a culturally safe environment in which the diverse and unique identities  
and experiences of all children and young people are respected and valued.  

    

St. Margaret’s 
Primary School #20 



 

 

 
 

  Leadership and Management News 
We are excited to announce that in the upcoming holidays new carpet will be installed in our year 3/4 

classrooms and hallway. As a result we will require assistance to move the furniture out of these rooms on the 

last day of term. We are hoping that parents may be able to help from around 1pm on this day. Please let me 

know or your child’s classroom teacher know if you are able to help.  
 

Have a wonderful week, 

Susan    
 

Calendar of Events  Term 3 
(New items in bold) 

August 
August 14th - 18th      Book Week  

Tuesday, August 15th    Book Week Dress Up and ‘BookNic’ 

Thursday, August 17th   3/4 attending Mass at the Basilica 

Friday, August 18th   3/4 Melbourne Symphony Orchestra excursion 

Friday, August 18th   Environmental Saviours Catchment day 

Friday, August 18th       Assembly Year 1/2   

Sunday, August 20th    Sacrament of First Eucharist 2.30pm St Mary’s Basilica 

Monday, August 21st    Three Way Conversations  

           (parent/teacher interviews) 4pm - 6:30pm    

Tuesday, August 22nd              Students Finish at 1.30pm.  

       Three Way Conversations  

           (parent/teacher interviews) 2pm - 6pm 

Wednesday, August 23rd  Virtual Information evening  

Yrs 5 /6 ‘Times are Changing’ 7-8pm 

Tuesday, August 29th    School Board 7pm 

  

September 

Friday, September 1st    Father’s Day Breakfast: Donuts with Dad & 

     Father’s Day Stall 

Friday, September 1st   Assembly Prep   

Saturday, September 2nd    Father’s Day Bake Sale 

Monday, September 4th   School Closure Day - Staff Professional Development  

No Kelly Club 

Friday, September 8th    St Margaret’s Cultural Day 

Friday, September 8th   Maths Comp (Year 6 selected students)  

Thursday, September 14th   Pie Day / Footy Colours  - wear your footy colours 

Thursday, September 14th   R U OK? Day – wear a touch of yellow 

Friday, September 15th   Kindness Matters Day. Kindness assembly 12.45pm 

     Last Day of Term 3. 1.30pm finish. Casual Clothes 
 

Parent Assistance needed to move furniture in 3/4 area from 12.45pm 

 

St Margaret’s Primary School 

83 St Albans Road 

East Geelong 3219 

        Ph 5229 7453    

Principal: Susan Perks sperks@smgeelongeast.com.au  

 

Office Manager: Anne Miller amiller@smgeelongeast.com.au  
 

Business Manager: Libby Fitzgerald lfitzgerald@smgeelongeast.com.au 
 

Parish Priest: Father Jim Clarke  frj@stmarysgeelong.com.au 
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Calendar of Events continued  Term 4 
October 

Monday, October 2nd   Student Free Day. Staff PL 

Tuesday, October 3rd    First Day of Term 4 

Friday, October 13th    Odd Socks Day for Mental Health 

Friday, October 20     2024 Prep Orientation Session 1 

Tuesday, October 24th   Online Reconciliation Preparation evening 7pm 

Friday, October 27th    Art Show 

Mon, Oct 30th - Wed, Nov 1st   5/6 Camp Kangaroobie  

November 

Thursday, November 2nd   3/4 Sleep Over 

Friday, November 3rd    P&F Special lunch 

Monday, November 6th   Student Free Day – No Kelly Club 

Tuesday, November 7th   Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – No Kelly Club 

Friday, November 17th    2024 Prep Orientation Session 2 

December  

Tuesday, December 12th    2024 Prep Oreientation Session 3 

Tuesday December 12th    Step Up Day 

Thursday, December 14th   Year 6 Graduation 

Friday, December 15th   End Term 4 1:30 finish 
 
 

 

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools – School Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS):  

Monday 28 August – Friday 15 September 2023 
 

Throughout each year, we pause to listen to our students, families and staff to gauge how our learning 

community is travelling. This feedback is invaluable to our progress as effective school communities and is 

backed by evidence-based research and best practices. 
 

A significant and formal way in which we engage and gather data is through MACSSIS, the Melbourne 

Archdiocese Catholic Schools – School Improvement Surveys. 
 

MACSSIS is a set of surveys that have been built specifically for Catholic schools in Melbourne by the 

Learning Services team at MACS, in partnership with researchers at Learning First and in wide consultation 

with principals in our schools. 
 

In 2023, students, families and staff are invited to participate in MACSSIS via our secure and purpose-built 

online platform. The online platform is where our school leaders will access the summary reports that visualise 

the results of the student, family and staff surveys. 
 

The MACSSIS survey platform is operated by an independent supplier, ORIMA Research Pty Ltd. The 

platform meets with the high security and privacy standards for handling student and school data. Participating 

schools are in the process of updating their privacy policy to ensure school communities are fully informed and 

protected.   
 

Further information, including student consent forms for our Year 4-6 students will be distributed to families 

shortly. Secure login details will also be shared with families. 
 

We hope you take the time to complete the survey so we can continually improve our school. 

 



 

 

 
 

  School Community News 

First Eucharist 
 

God our Creator, we thank You and praise You for 

the most precious gift of the Holy Eucharist. We 

ask You to bless all those who are preparing to receive Your Body and Blood for 

the first time. You have provided for us richly through the gift of Your Body and 

Blood in the Eucharist. 
 

Airlia Likoudis, Alexander Lacorte, Alyssa Neal,  

Asha Clapinski, Chloe Bidlo, Elizabeth Mendiola, Emilya Deng, 

Francesca Payne, Freya Dooris, Isabelle Fitzgerald, Jack Hearsch, 

Jai Power, Jake Poole, Lachlan Cieciura, Lenny Spencer-Harmer, 

Liam Dillon, Lorenzo Manna, Maeve Noonan, Miller Clarke,  

Pearl Foley, Ruby O’Leary, Rylan Littlewood, 

Thomas O’Toole-Ludena, Tom McGuane, Willow Clarke,  

Xavier Marshall, Zac Winterton 

 

 

Dear Jesus, 

Thank you for calling 

me to your table and 

blessing me today. 

Please bless me and 

hold me close always. 

Amen. 
 

 



 

 
 

  Student Voice 

Snippets from 5/6 LD 
 

Narrative Writing 
In literacy we have been writing narratives and making them into books. Everyone's books are looking great, 

and they’re full of description, dialogue and cliff hangers. There are lots of entertaining, adventurous and 

mysterious stories. Personally, my favourite genre is adventure because I love to add cliffhangers and pick 

different endings in each story. I especially like making my narratives link and connect to each other and then 

making my books into series. Writing narratives is an opportunity for anyone to express past and present 

experiences during their life. 

Elouise Horton 
 

Australian History 
In week 5 we started making posters about major events in Australian history. We were given multiple choices 

including: Australian involvement in WW2, WW1 and the First Fleet etc. I chose the separation of Australia 

and Tasmania. I chose this because it's an interesting event with lots to write about and nobody has chosen it so 

I figured why not it's completely an original topic that I was willing to learn about. Popular choices were Ned 

Kelly and WW2. This activity was fun and brought the class together in an enjoyable session. I think we should 

do more activities like this because it makes us smile. Australia posters are an exciting opportunity to display 

history and individual skill in making non-fiction factual informational texts and posters or slides. The most 

interesting topics of mine were the first fleet and the Eureka Stockade of which was incredibly interesting 

because of the events that ensued.  

Jackson Spark 
 

Book Club 
In book club reading, we talk about the pages we just read as a group. We each have different roles that are the 

Clarifier, the Summariser, the Connector, the Questioner, the Inference maker, the Predictor and the Visualiser. 

Personally I like the Questioner the best because you can ask so many questions about the characters and 

events, such as: “Why were they carrying gas masks?” or “Why do you think he said that?”. The book my 

group is reading is called Goodnight Mister Tom. I really enjoyed reading this book because it’s really ‘up my 

alley’ in its reference to the planes and the Blitz. I can’t wait until I finish it and watch the movie. 

Noah Guarnaccia 
 

My Place, Our Place 
In week 5 we started to work on the My Place, Our Place topic. Miss Doran has entered us in a writing 

competition to take part in, it’s based on the book My Place, Our Place. Everyone has chosen to write about an 

extract from the book and has chosen a certain text type you could choose such as: Diary entry, narrative, 

poetry etc. In the writing pieces, everyone has to include some discussion about how play and imagination are 

used over time because in the Book My Place, Our Place there is lots of play. I liked this topic because we have 

lots of freedom for what we do in this writing piece and we can be creative. 

Gabrielle Mendiola 
 

Matific 
Recently, the whole school did the Matific Olympiad. I found it very enjoyable because I love mathematics! A 

whole week centered around Maths! I finished tied for 1st (with Summer Ryan in 1/2) IN THE WHOLE 

SCHOOL! I played it every day after school. I would help people in my class who had not finished it. Anyway 

I loved the thrill of the competition. I would always ask Miss Doran if we could put up the leaderboard during 

math and finally I would like to thank all of the teachers who encouraged their class to do matific. Also a 

special thanks to Miss Marg who opened her class to anyone to do Matific during snack and lunch. I really 

enjoyed this competition and hope I get to do something like this in High School. 

Lachlan Werner 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 
 


