
 

 

 

 

 

Term Three, Week 10 

September 12th, 2023 
 

From Susan’s Desk  Leadership and Management News 

Dear Families,   
 

Our Cultural Day last Friday was a wonderful day celebrating the diverse cultures 

we are blessed to have at St Margaret’s. The activities were a way for our students 

to learn about and connect with new cultures. The incredible food that was on offer 

was the highlight of the day! We thank Aunty Naomie for offering a Welcome to 

Country and to all the parents and friends who volunteered their time to run a 

workshop, prepare the food or to be present on the day. A thank you also to Matt de 

Jong for his organisation of this event.  
 

This week we are looking forward to our Footy Colours Day and special lunch order 

on Thursday September 14th. Students are invited to wear the colours of their 

favourite football team and participate in the longest kick competition. The Cats 

Footy Jumper will be raffled on this day. Please purchase your tickets through the front office. Students will 

also be engaging in activities on Thursday for R U OK? Day. The day highlights the importance of supporting 

each other through difficult times, and a great opportunity to discuss the qualities of being a good friend. 

Students are able to wear a touch of yellow with their footy colours on this day. 
 

To end the term on Friday we will be celebrating the 

importance of kindness. Our Year 5 and 6 students will 

be teaching a class about the importance of kindness and 

why we need to exhibit this quality in all that we do. Our 

Kindness Matters Tree looks incredible and makes a 

statement as you walk through our school. We will be 

having an Assembly on Friday at 12.30 for Kindness 

Matters Day. Special awards will be given and the 

winners of the colouring competition announced. We 

hope to see many of you there on Friday. 
 

The bake sale last weekend was a wonderful expression 

of the school community. We had many items to sell at 

our stall, and the atmosphere early in the morning was 

incredible to be a part of. Many people dropped by to 

deliver additional baked items, to make a purchase or to 

help out. Thank you to the P&F for coordinating and to 

all the families who baked or volunteered their time at the stall. We are so grateful for your efforts in raising 

funds for our school and our students.  

…continued over  
 

 

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land that St Margaret's is located on, 
the Wathaurong people. We pay our respects to Elders' past, present and emerging 

and acknowledge the importance of Aboriginal culture in all the work we do. 
  
 

All students attending St Margaret's Primary School have the right to feel safe.  
The care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. 

 

St Margaret's is a culturally safe environment in which the diverse and unique identities  
and experiences of all children and young people are respected and valued.  

    

St. Margaret’s 
Primary School #24 



 

 

 
 

Leadership and Management News  Term 3 
 

We would appreciate some parent helpers from 12.30 to move the furniture out of the 3 /4 space. We are very 

excited to be installing new carpet into this space and would appreciate the support of our families to prepare 

for this! 
 

A reminder that we do finish at 1.30pm on Friday for the end of term 3. 
 

We hope you take the time to enjoy family and friends in the term break. Hopefully we can all enjoy some 

spring weather! We will see students on Tuesday, October 3rd for the first day of term 4. Staff are engaging in 

professional learning on the Monday. 

Have a wonderful week, 

Susan    

Calendar of Events  Term 3 
(New items in bold) 

September 

Thursday, September 14th   Footy Colours / R U OK? Day.   

     Wear your footy colours with a touch of yellow. 

Friday, September 15th   Kindness Matters Day. Kindness assembly 12.45pm 

     Last Day of Term 3. 1.30pm finish. Casual Clothes 
 

Parent Assistance needed to move furniture in 3/4 area from 12.45pm 

Calendar of Events   Term 4 
October 

Monday, October 2nd    Student Free Day. Staff PL - No Kelly Club 

Tuesday, October 3rd    First Day of Term 4 for students 

Friday, October 6th   District Basketball Girls next round 

Friday, October 6th   Environmental Saviours Pt Lonsdale (10 students) 

Tuesday October 10th   School Board 7pm 

Friday, October 13th    Odd Socks Day for Mental Health 

Friday, October 20th    2024 Prep Orientation Session 1 

Tuesday, October 24th   Online Reconciliation Preparation evening 7pm 

Friday, October 27th    Art Show & World Teachers Day 

Mon, Oct 30th - Wed, Nov 1st   5/6 Camp Kangaroobie  

November 

Thursday, November 2nd   3/4 Sleep Over 

Friday, November 3rd    P&F Special lunch 

Monday, November 6th   Student Free Day – No Kelly Club 

Tuesday, November 7th   Melbourne Cup Public Holiday – No Kelly Club 

Thursday, November 16th    St. Margaret’s Feast Day 

Friday, November 17th    2024 Prep Orientation Session 2 

Friday, November 24th   Colour Run P&F 

December  

Tuesday, December 12th    2024 Prep Orientation Session 3 

Tuesday December 12th    Step Up Day 

Tuesday, December 12th   School Board 

Thursday, December 14th   Year 6 Graduation 2.30pm 

Friday, December 15th   Casual Clothes (touch of Christmas) 

End Term 4, 1:30 finish 



 

 

 
 

  School Community News 

School Fees Due 
 

A reminder that all school fees for 2023 should be finalised no later than the 27th of October, unless direct 

debit arrangements are in place. It is essential that these fees are paid to ensure students have access to 

resources and learning experiences that support their learning. 

The camp levy must be paid prior to students attending camp. 

Please see the office staff if you would like to set up direct debit, which is our preferred payment option. 

Parent & Friends 2024 
 

Next year we are looking to restructure our P&F. Currently most of the work is done by only a handful of 

parents. This is unmanageable in the long term. Our students are so fortunate to be the beneficiaries of our very 

active P&F as they raise an amazing amount of money for our school. This year so far has seen new playground 

equipment for the Friendship Station, new take home readers for P-2 students, the library upgrade with more to 

come! We are hoping to get several parents to volunteer for one area of the P&F to spread the load. For 

example; Special Lunch Coordinator, Mother’s Day/ Father’s Day Stall Coordinator, Mother’s Day / Father’s 

Day Breakfast Coordinator etc. If this is something that would interest you please reach out to our P&F 

committee or let me know. 

Kindness Matters 
 

This year Susan has been working with the Yr 5/6 students around the 

importance of spreading kindness, how to be an upstander and how we 

manage conflict with our peers. We have also had a focus on kindness across 

the school, with stickers being distributed to students displaying kindness 

and this important message spread throughout our school.  
 

As part of the taking action component of work, the Year 5/6 students will be 

teaching lessons across the school on the last day of term as part of Kindness Matters Day.  
 

We encourage all students to get involved and enter the Kindness Matters colouring competition. There are 

amazing prizes for each year level, and these posters will be displayed around the school. We will also have a 

Kindness Matters tree in our hallway and our school leaders will be hosting a Kindness Matters assembly where 

special kindness awards will be handed out. 
 

Let’s spread the message of kindness and get involved for this amazing day! 
  

 

Dear God, please fill my heart with compassion 

and inspire me towards acts of kindness. Grant 

me the wisdom to understand right and wrong so 

that I can do justice with my life. Let me create a 

space around me where people can find 

harmony, and we treat each other with 

compassion and kindness. Amen. 
 

 

St Margaret’s Primary School 

83 St Albans Road 

East Geelong 3219 

        Ph 5229 7453    

Principal: Susan Perks sperks@smgeelongeast.com.au  

 

Office Manager: Anne Miller amiller@smgeelongeast.com.au  
 

Business Manager: Libby Fitzgerald lfitzgerald@smgeelongeast.com.au 
 

Parish Priest: Father Jim Clarke  frj@stmarysgeelong.com.au 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Random_act_of_kindness
mailto:sperks@smgeelongeast.com.au
mailto:amiller@smgeelongeast.com.au
mailto:lfitzgerald@smgeelongeast.com.au
mailto:frj@stmarysgeelong.com.au


 

 
 

  Library News 
New Library Space 

 

   
 

Our beautiful new library space is up and running! It has been a huge few weeks completing the change over 

but it is so worth it for our students. They have been looking forward to this as much as I have, often seeing 

their little faces peeking through the glass door for a look and asking every day, “When will the library be 

open?”  
 

Many sincere thanks to the P&F and the school community for bringing our dream to fruition. I am back doing 

what I love the most, sharing the joy of reading with everyone, and what an incredible place to do it.  
 

It was lovely to see the students' faces and hear their words when they came in with their classes this week. 

There have been a lot of “oohs” and “aah's” and words like, “It's so peaceful and relaxing,” “I love the 

artwork,” “It smells nice,” “We can see all of the books now,” “I can reach all of the books,” “We have so 

many books,” “The furniture is nice and comfy,” “The music helps make me feel peaceful,” “It's like a real 

library!” Magic words! 
 

We hope that parents/families pop in for a look themselves. The library is always open before school for 

reading & borrowing. 
 

    
 



 
 

 
 

  Library News 

       
 

       
 

It was an honour to have Aunty Naomi attend our Cultural Day 

performing an official Welcome to Country. Aunty's visit was 

perfectly timed with the opening of our new library. Aunty 

expressed how much she loved the new space, taking her 

rightful place on our Storyteller’s chair.  
 

 



 

 
 

  School Community News 

Cultural Day 
 

       
 

       
 

    
   

 



 

 
 

  School Community News 

       
 

  Student Voice 

3/4 JB 
 

Over the course of our Inquiry unit, ‘Australian Story’, we have been learning how our 

Australian identity has continued to change and develop from past to present. This term we 

have had the opportunity to research our own family history and present it as a project. Please 

enjoy this snapshot of our Year 3/4’s history and identity! 
 

 
 



 

 
 

  Student Voice 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

  Student Voice 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

  Student Voice 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 



 

Thomson Cricket Club –  

Boys and Girls Junior Cricket 

Come and Try night  

 

Wed 13th Sept  

5pm to 6pm 

Under 11's to Under 17's 

 

Registrations open at playcricket.com.au 

Woolworths Blasters Cricket Program (ages 5-9) 

 

Starting date Friday 17th November 5pm-6pm 

Godfrey St Reserve, Thomson 

 

Contact Kate Dew on 0416 182 563 with any questions 

 

 

http://playcricket.com.au/

