NEWSLETTER

A\ ' Term Three, Week 8
ﬂ"\ St Margaret > September 29, 2024

Melbourne Archdiocese #27
Catholic Schools

From Susan’s Desk Leadership and Management News
Dear Families,

Last Friday "Donuts with Dad" was a tremendous success, providing a wonderful opportunity to show our
appreciation for all the amazing dads in our community. The morning included a meaningful liturgy, offering a
moment to reflect on the countless ways our fathers support and care for us. A special thank you goes to the
Parents and Friends (P&F) committee for their efforts in organizing the Father's Day stall, ensuring that our
dads were treated to something special on their day. We hope that all the dads felt truly celebrated and had a
fantastic Father's Day.

The community spirit was evident during the Father's Day Bake Sale held on Saturday. It was heart-warming to
see so many families come together on Garden Street to purchase delicious homemade treats for their dads. The
sheer number of cakes baked and sold was a testament to the generosity and enthusiasm of our school
community. We are deeply grateful to everyone who volunteered their time, baked goods, or made purchases to
support this event. Once again, a big thank you to the P&F for their unwavering dedication and hard work.

Our swimming program for the Year 3/4 students has concluded successfully, with many of our students
making significant progress in their swimming skills. We are excited to see our Year 5/6 students begin their
program this week, and we are confident they will benefit just as much from this valuable experience.

We are looking forward to the Bravehearts sessions for our Prep to Year 2 students this Tuesday and
Wednesday. These sessions carry a crucial message about child safety, reinforcing our commitment to keeping
our children safe. We encourage parents to continue these important conversations at home, ensuring that the
message is both heard and understood. Bravehearts' "Ditto’s Keep Safe Adventure Show" is a dynamic program
that empowers children by teaching them how to recognize when they feel unsafe and what to do if they ever
find themselves in uncomfortable situations. Through the use of song, storytelling, and interactive elements, the
program delivers crucial safety messages in a way that is both accessible and memorable for young minds. The
program covers key topics such as understanding personal boundaries, recognizing the difference between good
and bad secrets, and knowing who to turn to for help. These sessions are not only informative but also fun,
ensuring that the important lessons they impart are absorbed and retained by the children. We believe that these
sessions play a vital role in reinforcing the values we hold dear when it comes to protecting and educating our
children about their safety, and ensuring our students feel supported and empowered to speak up and seek help
whenever they need it.

We’re excited to remind everyone about Italian Day this Friday! It promises to be a delightful day as we
celebrate our love of Italy. The day will feature a delicious pizza lunch, giving our students a taste of Italian
cuisine. To add to the festivities, there will be cookies available for a gold coin donation, allowing everyone to
indulge a little while supporting a good cause. We’re looking forward to a fantastic day filled with fun, food,
and a great celebration of Italian culture.

Have a great week.

Susan

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land that St Margaret's is located on,
the Wathaurong people. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging
and acknowledge the importance of Aboriginal culture in all the work we do.

All students attending St Margaret's Primary School have the right to feel safe. The care, safety and wellbeing of children
and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. St Margaret's is a culturally safe environment in
which the diverse and unique identities and experiences of all children and young people are respected and valued.
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Calendar of Events

September

Monday, September 2"4-5
Tuesday, September 3™
Tuesday, September 3™
Wednesday, September 4™
Thursday, September 5™
Thursday, September 5™
Friday, September 6™

Friday, September 6™
Monday, September 9t
Tuesday, September 10t
Wednesday, Sep 11t
Thursday, September 12t
Wednesday, Sep 18t
Thursday, September 19

Friday, September 20"

October

Monday, October 7"
Tuesday, October 15™
Wednesday, October 16t
Friday, October 18"
Monday, October 21
Tuesday, October 29t
Wednesday, October 30™

November

Monday, November 4%
Tuesday, November 5%
Wednesday, Nov 61-8™"
Thursday, November 7%
Friday, November 8™
Monday, Nov 11*"-15™
Wednesday, Nov 13t
Thursday, November 28"

December

Friday, December 6"
Tuesday, December 10t

Tuesday, December 10%"
Thursday, December 12t
Tuesday, December 17t

(new items in bold)
Term 3

Year 5/6 Swimming Programme

School Board 7pm

Bravehearts Incursion Prep & 1/2 PB
Bravehearts Incursion 1/2 TB & 1/2 JB
Year 5/6 Rail Project Incursion

School Review Day 4

Italian Day

P&F pizza lunch

Assembly

PSGs

Division Athletics

1/2 Excursion to You Yangs

R U OK? - Wear a touch of yellow
PSGs

Footy Colours Day; Gold Coin donation.
P&F Pie lunch Longest kick event

Final day of Term 3; 1.30pm dismissal - Sports uniform

Term 4

First Day of Term 4

School Board 7pm

2025 Prep Orientation Session 1

P&F special lunch

School Closure Day - Staff Professional Learning

Year 5/6 ONLY Student Free Day (staff TIL day for camp)
Year 5/6 Camp - Anglesea (until Friday, November 1%

School Closure Day

Melbourne Cup public holiday

Prep Swimming Programme

Year 3 /4 Sleep Over

P&F Special lunch

Year 1/2 Swimming Programme

2025 Prep Orientation Session 2

Sacrament of First Reconciliation: 12 noon (please note change)

School Closure Day - Staff Professional Learning
Whole School Step Up Orientation Day

2025 Prep Orientation Session 3

School Board 7pm

Whole School Carols Evening

Final day of Term 4. 1.30pm dismissal



God took

the strength of a mountain,
the majesty of a tree,

the warmth of a summer sun,
the calm of a quiet sea,

the generous soul of nature,
the comforting arm of night,
the wisdom of the ages,

the power of the eagle’s flight,
the joy of a morning in spring,
the faith of a mustard seed,
the patience of eternity,

the depth of a family need.

When there was nothing more to add, God combined these qualities,

God knew the masterpiece was complete, and so, God called it ... Dad.
Author Unknown

Praise Those Fathers

Let us praise those fathers who have striven to balance the demands of work, marriage, and children with an
honest awareness of both joy and sacrifice.
Let us praise those fathers who, lacking a good model for a father, have worked to become a worthy and
virtuous father.
Let us praise those fathers who, despite marital discord, have remained in their children's lives.
Let us praise those fathers whose children are adopted, and whose love and support has nurtured a thriving
life.
Let us praise those fathers who, as stepfathers, freely choose the obligation of fatherhood and earned their
step children's love and respect.
Let us praise those fathers who have lost a child to death, and continue to hold the child in their heart.
Let us praise those fathers who, by their own account, were not always there for their children, but who
continue to offer those children, now grown, their love and support. As well, let us pray for those fathers who
have been wounded by words and actions of their children.
Let us praise those men who have no children, but cherish the next generation as if they were their own.
Let us praise those men who have "fathered" us in their role as mentors and guides.
Let us praise those men who are about to become fathers; may they openly delight in their children.
And let us praise those fathers who have died, but live on in our memory and whose love continues to nurture
us.

- Prayer of Kirk Loadman adapted by Debra Mooney, PhD

/ Principal: Susan Perks sperks@smgeelongeast.com.au

St Margaret’s Primary Schoo

83 St Albans Road Office Managers: Anne Miller amiller@smgeelongeast.com.au
East Geelong 3219 Georgia Kavenagh gkavenagh@smgeelongeast.com.au

Ph 5229 7453 Business Manager: Libby Fitzgerald Ifitzgerald@smgeelongeast.com.au

O ©

Website: www.smaeelongeast.catholic.eduau  Parish Priest: Father Jim Clarke frj@stmarysgeelong.com.au
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School Community News

High Tea
IN Five Six!
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School Community News

WHO'S WHO
PORTRAIT
EXHIBITION

OPEN DAILY
MONDAY TO SUNDAY, FROM 10AM TO 5PM

Little Malop Street
Geelong, Victoria

Australia 3220 Geelong
T +61 3 5229 3645 : Gallery




Phil Carroll (Piano Accordionist) Perfromance

Pizza + Gelato

Homemade ltalian Biscotti
Gold Coin Donation for our Wellbeing Hub

Friday, 6 September
1:30pm
Basketball Court J

Families Welcome



Kelly Club School Holiday Program

Bookings to be made by September 5%
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POTTERY STUDIO-EVENTS & GALLERY

School Holiday's Pottery & Craft Sessions

Fri 27th Sept 10.30am-12.30pm Kids Pottery Class
Tues 1st Oct 10.30am-12.30pm Kids Pottery Class
Tues 1st Oct 1.30pm-3.30pm Kids Pottery Class
Wed 2nd Oct 1.30pm-3.30pm Kids Pottery Class

Additional classes will be listed on these dates and other dates if these book out.
Adults may book a spot for themselves to join in and make something as well.

You can either stay or drop off.
$55 per person for 2 hours. Includes clay, colours, glazes and 2 kiln firings.

To book vist the website https://hazytales.com/events/events-calendar/

These are a few of the other thm% we do at Hazy Tales Studio:
Bespoke Pottery Parties for Adults & Kids. Custom events. Hen parties.

Adult evening 'Clay & Cocktails by Candlelight'. Porcelain products & jewellery for sale.
) sally@hazytales.com  (W0439 709 492
16 MavaLL WAy, DRyYsDALE, BELLARINE  \wwww . ha z ytales.com




