NEWSLETTER

A\ ' Term Two, Week 2
/MN\ St Margarets April 28, 2025

Melbourne Archdiocese ' i , : = #12
Catholic Schools

From Susan’s Desk Leadership and Management News

Dear Families,

Every day at school matters. Regular attendance is not only essential for academic learning but also for building
friendships, routines, and a sense of belonging. Research shows that students who attend school regularly are
more likely to succeed academically, develop strong social skills, and have better long-term life outcomes.
When students miss school, even occasionally, it can have a significant impact on their learning progress and
confidence. That’s why we say, school is better when you are here!

If your child is going to be absent, please let us know as soon as possible. You can do this by calling the school,
using PAM, and informing your child’s classroom teacher. Keeping communication open helps us support your
child and ensure their wellbeing. At St Margaret’s, child safety is our highest priority. When students are
present at school, we can provide a safe, structured environment with trusted adults, predictable routines, and
ongoing support. When students are absent and we are unaware of their whereabouts, it becomes a child safety
concern. That’s why it’s so important to notify the school if your child is not attending. Together, we can ensure
every student feels safe, supported, and connected.

Thank you to all families who
contributed to our beautiful ANZAC
display at school. Your efforts have
helped create a thoughtful and
reflective space that honours those who
have served or continue to serve our
country. We warmly invite you to take
the time to visit the display, pause, and
remember the sacrifices made for our
freedom.

. Today, we held our school ANZAC liturgy—a
. special time for our community to gather, pray, and
reflect. We are also proud to share that our School
and Religious Education Leaders are representing St
Margaret’s at the Victorian Schools ANZAC
Commemorative  Service at the Shrine of
Remembrance. What a meaningful way for our
students to learn about history, service, and

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land that St Margaret's is located on,
the Wathaurong people. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging
and acknowledge the importance of Aboriginal culture in all the work we do.

All students attending St Margaret's Primary School have the right to feel safe. The care, safety and wellbeing of children
and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. St Margaret's is a culturally safe environment in
which the diverse and unique identities and experiences of all children and young people are respected and valued.
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Leadership and Management News

Our next Parents & Friends meeting will be held this Wednesday, April 30t at 7pm in the staffroom. We
will be finalising preparations for Mother’s Day, including our Muffins with Mum morning, the Mother’s Day
raffle, and the always-popular Mother’s Day stall. These events are highlights in our school calendar, and we’d
love to see some new and familiar faces involved. Your support makes all the difference!

This year, the P&F are excited to begin a special project focused on improving our outdoor garden spaces. To
kick off this initiative, we are holding a Working Bee on Saturday, May 17t from 8am. We would love to
have as many families as possible come along to help prepare the area. If you have any specialist equipment for
digging, soil preparation, or planting, please bring it along. This garden project is a collaborative effort between
the P&F and our student leaders, with student voice at the heart of the planning. It’s a wonderful opportunity to
come together as a community and build something beautiful and lasting for our students to enjoy.

If you’d like to know more, come along to Wednesday’s meeting, or speak with one of our P&F members or
Susan. Let’s make this a shared vision and create a special space for everyone.

We wish those representing our school at the District Cross Country on Wednesday a great experience. We
know you will represent St Margaret’s with pride and display wonderful sportsmanship. We are proud of your
efforts and wish you all the best on the day!

Have a great week! 5» 2
Swsan Fertes w1y

District Cross Country 2025 Team

9/10 BOYS 9/10 GIRLS 11 BOYS 11 GIRLS 12/13 BOYS 12/13 GIRLS
1. Franild Pease 1. Niah Mirmilstein. 1. Toby Broad. 1. Loyola Jackson. 1. Charlie Richardson. 1. Pearl Foley.
. L . 2. Elizabeth Mendiola. 2. Zac Winterton. i
2. Harry Higgins. 2. Kartia Mirmilstein. 2. Ishe Tobayiwa. eabe endioa % Harriet Salkeld.
3. Tamiko Kai. 3. Isaak Flannagan. 3. Ruby O'Leary
3. Eden Tran. 3. Summer Ryan 3. Jack O'brien. 4. Lorenzo Manna.
4. Frankie Payne. 4. Asha Clapinski.
4. Aiden Coumans. 4. lvy Mason. 4. Archer Mcintosh 5. Archie Turner.
' ’ 5. Molly Herwynen.
5. Miles Hope. 5. Friday Foley. 5. Sonny Kirwan.
6. Mac Salkeld.

6. Holly Maloney.

L 7. Claudia Walker.

< L

Principal: Susan Perks sperks@smgeelongeast.com.au

St Margaret’s Primary School

83 St Albans Road Office Managers: Anne Miller amiller@smgeelongeast.com.au
East Geelong 3219 Georgia Kavenagh gkavenagh@smgeelongeast.com.au

Ph 5229 7453 Business Manager: Libby Fitzgerald Ifitzgerald@smgeelongeast.com.au

O ©

Website: www.smaeelongeast.catholic.eduau  Parish Priest: Father Jim Clarke frj@stmarysgeelong.com.au
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Calendar of Events

April

May

June

July

Eternal rest grant unto Francis, O Lord.
And let the perpetual light shine upon him.
And may his soul,
and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Monday, April 28"

Wednesday, April 30t

Friday, May 2"d

Tuesday, May 6"
Wednesday May 7t
Friday, May 9t

Tuesday, May 13"
Wednesday, May 14"
Friday, May 16"

Saturday, May 17t
Wednesday, May 21%
Friday, May 23"
Friday, May 30t

Friday, June 6t
Monday, June 9t
Tuesday, June 10t
Friday, June 13t

Friday, June 20t
Friday, June 27t

Tuesday, June 24"

Friday, July 4™

(new items in bold)
Term Two

ANZAC School Service @ The Shrine (selected students)
ANZAC Day Liturgy 11am

District Cross Country - selected students

P&F Meeting 7pm in the staffroom

School Assembly (5/6 Leaders)
Bookclub Issue 3 due back

Story Dogs

School Board 7pm

Peace run Visit

Muffins with Mum for Mother’s Day 8am
Mother’s Day Stall

Melbourne Writers Festival Excursion (selected students)
Story Dogs

P-2 Incursion: Responsible Pet Education
Whole School Photo

School Assembly (Years 5/6)

Story Dogs

Working Bee — from 8am

National Simultaneous Storytime 12 noon
Story Dogs

School Assembly (Years 3/4)

Story Dogs

Story Dogs

King’s Birthday public holiday
School Closure Day - Staff PL
School Assembly (Years 1/ 2)
P&F Special Lunch

Story Dogs

Story Dogs

School Assembly (Prep)

Story Dogs

School Board 7pm

Reports to Parents
Term Two ends - 1.30pm dismissal

Amen. = |
-
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Calendar of Events

July
Monday, July 21t
Tuesday, July 22"
August
Tuesday, August 5™
Tuesday, August 121"
Wednesday, August 13™"
Monday, August 18"
Sunday, August 31
September
Tuesday, September 9"
Friday, September 19

October
Monday, October 6%
Tuesday, October 7™
Tuesday, October 21%
November
Monday, November 3
Tuesday, November 4t
Wed-Fri, Nov 5%-7t"
Monday, November 10%"
Tuesday, November 11t

Wednesday, November 12t

Thursday, November 20"
December

Friday, December 5t

Tuesday, December 9™

Monday, December 15™

Tuesday, December 16"

Book Club
w - ¢ @y

Term Three

School Closure Day - Staff PL
Students begin Term Three

School Board 7pm

Book Fair Week

Emmaus Meal 5.30pm

Book Week begins ‘Book an Adventure’
Sacrament of First Eucharist 2.30pm

School Board 7pm
Term Three ends. 1.30pm dismissal

Term Four

School Closure Day - Staff PL
Students begin Term Four
School Board 7pm

School Closure Day

Melbourne Cup Public holiday

Year 5/6 students at Camp Kangaroobie

Year 5/6 only, student free day (TIL staff day)
Remembrance Day

Penance Preparation Family Evening 5.30pm
Sacrament of Penance 12 noon

School Closure Day - Staff PL
School Board 7pm

Year 6 Graduation

End of Term Four 1.30pm dismissal

& S
Sezlolv S uledBOOK Club
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School Community News
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School Community News

Exciting news! St. Margaret's Primary school has partnered with Maranda from Hart and Harmony to provide a
parent and staff workshop to build emotional resilience and self-regulation in young children using a body-
based, play-centred approach. Maranda's trauma-sensitive sessions integrate:

o Children's yoga and yoga therapy

o Emotional Freedom Techniques (EFT or "tapping")

e HeartMath heart coherence meditation

e Sound therapy

« Mindfulness, breathing practices, and meditation
In Term Two 10 students will be participating in an eight-week 45 minute session with Maranda from Hart and
Harmony to help build their emotional resilience and self-regulation. We hope to be able to offer this support to
others in the future. More recently parents attended a one hour workshop with their child.

Kind regards
Sonja Ginn
Learning Diversity & Wellbeing Leader

Sl . g

Hart in Harmony
Parent & Child
Wellbeing workshop

[ appreciate that Maranda always respects where the children
areat in each moment, and is extremely good at gently
encouraging participation, but also empowering the child
with the choice to join in when they are ready.

Parent reflection




A oo EVERY MINUTE
CRLCYV COUNTS

Did you kinow your child’s best learning time
s the start of the school d&j?

B @ Thal's when every minuke
’\ m counks the most!
|




. MUFFINS WITH

MUM.

FRIDAY MAY 9TH

FROM 8AM
P&F RAFFLE DRAW
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St Margarets Primary P&F

Prizes Drawn

over $2000 worth of Frio May
prizes to be won!

$900 worth of Bellarine Winery vouchers
including Jack Rabbit, Terindah Estate and
The Whiskery, PLUS your own chauffeur
driven ride for the trip thanks to Galaxy
Limousines!

$600 Duffs Jewellers gift voucher

$500 About Time Bathhouse gift voucher
St Margaret's TICKETS CAPPED AT 350 ENTRIES! V‘/rHﬁHE\Ry

f\B()LlT TI\"II‘: [D JACK RABBIT

3
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DISTILLERY




Working Bee h
t
Saturday May 17

from 8am
Please join us as we
begin our P&F Garden
s Project.
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TERM 2, 2025 - REGISTER NOW @
CHESSFORSCHOOLS.COM.AU

HESS

" ) SCHOOLS

SPECIALISED CHESS COACHING

Since 2002, we have been providing our popular Chess
For Schools program in schools throughout Melbourne
and Greater Geelong.

‘Children love attending Phil's
chess classes as he actively
fosters their sense of
wellbeing and motivation to
learn more'.

Rob Horwood Principal,
Stella Maris Primary, Beaumaris.

HOW CAN CHESS BENEFIT YOUR CHILD?

Educational: Improved IQ, critical thinking, concentration, analytical skills, memory.
Social: Develop new friendships, social interaction skills, sportsmanship.
Emotional: Confidence,self esteem, resilience through winning/losing games.

CLASS STRUCTURE:

Different lessons are taught each week from a structured syllabus ranging from tactics,
strategies, master openings, traps & special moves. After the lesson children are paired
up in a fun tournament playoff. Prizes are awarded to the top 3 players at end of term.

CLASS DETAILS - ST MARGARET'S PRIMARY - GEELONG

DAY TIME LOCATION DATES CosT




WITH MARANDA OF HART IN HARMONY
AGES 8-12 YEARS

Wed 30th April | 9 Weeks | 5-5.45pm

Maranda
maranda@hartinharmony.com. au
0422218000
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RESOURCES
FOR
REGULATION, ;...

AN 8 WEEK PROGRAM FOR :

CHILDREN AGED b - 9 YEARS

EMPOWERING CHILDREN BY STRENGTHENING THE
RELATIONSHIP TO SELF AND DEVELOPING IMPORTANT
REGULATION SKILLS.
INCORPORATING YOGA, YOGA THERAPY, PLAY,
SOUND, SOMATIC EXPRESSION, EFT (TAPPING),
HEARTMATH, MEDITATION & MINDFUL, CREATIVE ART

@ EBB AND FLOW WELLNESS STUDIO,
NEWTOWN
MONDAY MAY 5 - JUNE 30
@ 4.15-5PM

FOR BOOKINGS OR ENQUIRIES PLEASE
CONTACT MARANDA
@ HART IN HARMONY ON 0422218000 OR
MARANDA@HARTINHARMONY.COM.AU




