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Dar Families, 

We are very much looking forward to celebrating our school Feast Day on Friday, November 14th. St Margaret 

holds special significance for our school community as a woman of great faith, courage, and compassion. Her 

example reminds us daily of the importance of serving others, showing kindness, and striving for excellence in 

all that we do. To mark this special day, we will begin with a liturgy at 11:40am led by our new Assistant 

Parish Priest, Fr Vinoth, as we come together in prayer and thanksgiving. Throughout the day, students will 

take part in a Kinect 2 Dance workshop, learning a dance routine that they will perform at our special assembly 

at 2:30pm. We warmly invite all families to join us for this celebration. Our P&F are also kindly offering a hot 

dog lunch (for school students only), available for purchase via the Flexi Schools app. It promises to be a fun 

and energetic day celebrating our school spirit and the life of St Margaret. 

Last week, our Year 5/6 students returned from their camp at Camp Kangaroobie, tired but full of stories and 

new memories. Despite a mix of weather, the camp was an incredible experience filled with teamwork, outdoor 

adventures, and personal growth. Students took part in a range of activities including team challenges, bush 

walks and learning about sustainability and the environment. Camp provides such valuable opportunities for 

our senior students to develop independence, resilience, and strong peer connections, all while having plenty of 

fun! We are so proud of how they represented our school and grateful to the staff who supported them. After 

such a big week, Monday, November 10th will be a rest day for staff and students to recover and recharge from 

the camp experience. 

Final staffing arrangements for 2026 are currently being confirmed. We will share details of any staff changes, 

including those leaving and new appointments, in the coming weeks through the newsletter. 

We appreciate your patience with PAM being offline. This is a statewide issue affecting many schools across 

our region. The system administrators are working hard to rectify the problem, and we will keep families 

updated. In the meantime, please continue to register absences by calling the school office directly. 

A special thank you goes to Ella, who has completed the stunning new murals in our Wellbeing Hub and 

courtyard space. Her incredible talent has truly brightened our school environment. Art plays an important role 

in fostering creativity, expression, and a sense of belonging, and Ella’s work is a beautiful reflection of our 

school’s commitment to celebrating the gifts and passions of our community. 

Have a great week! 

 



A big thank you to Ella for the incredible 

mural additions to our school! 

The Gift of Sorrow  

 

Sadness is overwhelming  

It can really fill your heart  

 

Sadness can be hard  

But it does play its part  

 

You’d think sadness is horrible  

The worst thing ever made  

 

But without the emotion of sadness  

Good feelings would simply fade  

 

So if you’re feeling sorrow  

And you think your life’s a mess  

 

Look at what surrounds you  

Others are sure to have less 

 

By Charlotte Nolan 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Class 

 

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land that St Margaret's is located on, 
the Wathaurong people. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging 

and acknowledge the importance of Aboriginal culture in all the work we do. 
 

 

All students attending St Margaret's Primary School have the right to feel safe. The care, safety and wellbeing of 
children and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. St Margaret's is a culturally safe 
environment in which the diverse and unique identities and experiences of all children and young people are respected 
and valued. 
 

 

 

         

   

 

 
 

 



Calendar of Events  New items in bold 

Term Four 
November 

Monday, November 3rd  School Closure Day 

Tuesday, November 4th Melbourne Cup Public holiday 

Wed-Fri, Nov 5th-7th  Year 5/6 students at Camp Kangaroobie 

Friday, November 7th   Prep Excursion to MoPA 

Monday, November 10th Year 5/6 only, student free day (TIL staff day) 

Tuesday, November 11th Remembrance Day 

Wednesday, Nov 12th  2026 Prep Orientation Sessions:  9.15-10.30  or  11.45-1.00 

    Penance Preparation Family Evening 5.30pm 

Friday, November 14th St Margaret’s Feast Day 

    Assembly - RE Leaders presenting 

      P&F special Lunch Hot Dogs 

Monday, November 17th Swimming week for 5/6 

Thursday, November 20th Sacrament of Penance 12 noon 

Monday, November 24th Yr 6 AFL Max overnight camp 

Friday, November 28th    Assembly - 1/2 presenting 

December 

Monday, December 1st  2026 Student Leadership speeches at 11:40am 

Friday, December 5th School Closure Day - Staff PL 

Tuesday, December 9th Step Up Day 

    2026 Prep Orientation Session:  9.30-11.00am 

    School Board 7pm 

Monday, December 15th Year 6 Graduation 

Tuesday, December 16th Assembly - Prep presenting (note change of date) 

    End of Term Four 1.30pm dismissal 
 

Beginning of the Year dates 2026 
January 

Wednesday, January 28th 1-1 Testing* P-6 

Thursday, January 29th Year 2-6 First Day of School for 2026 

      1-1  Testing* Prep & 1-1 Testing* Yr 1  

Friday, January 30th  Prep & Yr 1 First Day of School. All P-6 onsite.  
 

*You will be allocated a time for your child to meet with their teacher individually to complete 

some assessment tasks so we can determine their starting point of learning for 2026. 
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Principal: Susan Perks sperks@smgeelongeast.com.au 
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Student of the Week Awards    

CLASS STUDENT  AWARDS – Term 4 Week 4  Friday,  October 31st, 2025 

Prep JC Mila Newbold  For challenging herself and writing with enthusiasm and care! 

Prep JC James Porter  For always showing kindness and helping his classmate during reading tasks.  

Prep SB Marli Maccoll  For being a wonderful role model, consistently making good learning choices and  

 her willingness to try her best. 

Prep SB Indira Clapinski  For consistently working independently, showing great resilience in her learning  

 and being a positive role model to others. 

1/2 EK Ihsan Fareed  For demonstrating great listening skills and pushing yourself in your learning.   

 Keep it up.  

1/2 EK Indy McIntosh  For persevering when faced with a challenge. Well done Indy!  

1/2 JB Fergus Boyle  For working on your smart starts. 

1/2 JB Stevie Bakker  For always striving to put your best foot forward in the classroom. 

3/4 EC Claudia Walker  For outstanding fluent reading. You have worked so hard! You are an exceptional  

 reading role model. 

3/4 EC Luella Young  For your persistence with mental maths fluency, you have shown great focus! 

3/4 HM William 

Ferguson 

 For your terrific scores in both your Reading and Maths 

3/4 HM Myles Drever  For showing great commitment to learning and striving for success. 

3/4 JK-CB Pearl Timmins  For consistently completing tasks to a high standard and taking great pride in her  

 work. 

3/4 JK-CB Taha Ammar  For his improvement with his organisation and getting himself ready to learn. 

3/4 LC Xavier Hanan  For his awesome focus and progress in reading and in developing his writing  

 ideas.  

3/4 LC Jack Geoghegan  For the encouragement and support he gives to others. You are a great role model  

 for this, Jack. 

3/4 LC Ria Vadivel  For excellence in Reading. Ria demonstrates wonderful expression, phrasing and  

 accuracy. 

5/6 KH Toby Broad  For working really hard to achieve high standards in his maths and writing. 

5/6 KH Zac Winterton  For having a great attitude towards his peers and learning. Zac has demonstrated  

 resilience and determination in his learning. 

5/6 KH Elizabeth 

Mendiola 

 For being a wonderful role model and working to a high standard. 



 

Which platforms are age-restricted? 

To help the online industry and the public to prepare for 

the Social Media Minimum Age obligation, eSafety has 

considered whether certain services are likely to be ‘age-

restricted social media platforms’ and are therefore 

required to take reasonable steps to prevent Australians 

under 16 from having social media accounts from 10 

December 2025. Earlier today, we announced an update to 

the list of services that, in eSafety’s view, we consider 

will be age-restricted social media platforms.  

 

These platforms include: 

• Facebook 

• Instagram 

• Kick 

• Reddit 

• Snapchat 

• Threads 

• TikTok 

• X (formerly Twitter) 

• YouTube 

 

We also announced an update to the list of services that, in eSafety’s view, we consider will not be age-

restricted social media platforms on the basis they do not currently meet the criteria for ‘age-restricted social 

media platform’. These platforms include: 

• Discord 

• GitHub 

• Google Classroom 

• LEGO Play 

• Messenger 

• Roblox 

• Steam and Steam Chat 

• WhatsApp 

• YouTube Kids 

 

From 10 December, eSafety expects all age-restricted platforms to take reasonable steps to prevent Australian 

children under the age of 16 from having accounts. Any age restricted platforms which fail to do so may face 

enforcement action, including civil penalties of up to $49.5 million.  

Technology changes quickly, so eSafety won’t publish a fixed list of age-restricted companies. Instead, eSafety 

will regularly share updated guidance on its website about how it assesses services and enforces compliance. 

When new platforms appear or the sole, primary or significant purpose of existing ones change significantly, 

they may be assessed again. 

No online platform or service is risk-free, especially for children. Young people can still be exposed to harmful 

conduct such as cyberbullying and being asked to share nudes, and to content that’s inappropriate for their age 

like pornography and violent material. 

You can always check the eSafety guide which is regularly updated with information and guidance on social 

media, games, apps and sites. 

 

 

https://esafety.cmail19.com/t/i-l-zokjjy-iytintihj-t/
https://esafety.cmail19.com/t/i-l-zokjjy-iytintihj-i/
https://esafety.cmail19.com/t/i-l-zokjjy-iytintihj-d/
https://esafety.cmail19.com/t/i-l-zokjjy-iytintihj-h/
https://esafety.cmail19.com/t/i-l-zokjjy-iytintihj-u/


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 


