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From Susan’s Desk Leadership and Management News

Dear Families,

As we reach the conclusion of Term 1, we find ourselves in a season of reflection and spiritual renewal. From a
Catholic perspective, Easter is not merely a holiday but the pinnacle of our faith, marking the victory of life
over death and light over darkness. It is the foundation of our Christian belief, reminding us that through the
Resurrection of Jesus, we are offered the promise of new life and eternal hope. For our school community, this
season is especially significant as it serves as a lived example of the values we instill in our students, sacrifice,
compassion, and the transformative power of love. By celebrating Easter, we acknowledge that even in times of
challenge there is always the promise of hope through God’s grace. It teaches our children that they are part of
a story much larger than themselves.

This week, our school community looks forward to our whole school athletics carnival today, providing a
wonderful opportunity for sportsmanship and house spirit. Our Year 5 students will also spend meaningful time
with our local kindergarteners this week, fostering bonds of leadership and kindness. To celebrate our journey
of Easter, we warmly invite all families to join us for our Easter Liturgy led by Father Sijeesh in the Church this
Wednesday at 12:30. This will be followed by our final assembly at 12:45 on Thursday, also held in the church.
During this time, our RE leaders will guide us in prayer, followed by the presentation of Aussie of the Month,
student awards, and the Easter raffle. Please note we finish at 1.30pm on Thursday. Students are to wear their
school uniform with a touch of Easter.

We ask that families note the change in procedure for external allied health observations. St Margaret’s
continues to value the collaboration of external allied health professionals in supporting student wellbeing and
learning. To ensure we uphold Victorian privacy legislation and Child Safe Standards, please note that from
Term 2, allied health staff will no longer be permitted to conduct observations or support within the classroom.
Families are still welcome to book 1:1 sessions by coordinating with their child’s classroom teacher to avoid
scheduling conflicts. All visiting therapists must be registered with Sam 4 Schools and adhere to our Code of
Conduct and child safety policies. Please note that it is your responsibility to let the therapist know if your
child is not at school that day, or if something has come up event wise and the session needs to be re-scheduled
or cancelled. We encourage parents to include external agencies in PSG meetings with prior notice, as we
remain committed to working together to provide a safe and inclusive environment for every student.

We extend our thanks to the P&F for organising the delicious hot cross bun morning tea and drive, which is
always looked forward to at the end of term 1.

We wish all our families a holy and safe break. Staff will be engaging in professional learning on-site on
Monday, April 20", and we look forward to welcoming all students back for the start of Term 2 on Tuesday,
April 21°'. We wish our dedicated staff a restful and well-deserved holiday.
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We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land that St Margaret's is located on,
the Wathaurong people. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging
and acknowledge the importance of Aboriginal culture in all the work we do.

All students attending St Margaret's Primary School have the right to feel safe. The care, safety and wellbeing of children
and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. St Margaret's is a culturally safe environment in
which the diverse and unique identities and experiences of all children and young people are respected and valued.
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Calendar of Events

March

April

April

June

Monday, March 30
Tuesday, March 31

Wednesday April 1%

Thursday, April 2™

Friday, April 3"

Monday, April 20t
Tuesday, April 21%
Friday, April 24
Saturday, April 25"
Tuesday, April 28"
Wednesday, April 29

Friday, May 1%
Monday, May 4-71
Tuesday, May 5%
Friday, May 8™
Friday, May 15t
Monday, May 18t
Monday, May 25
Wednesday, May 27"
Thursday, May 28
Friday, May 29t

Monday, June 1%
Tuesday, June 2™
Thursday, June 4t
Friday, June 5t
Monday, June 8™
Wednesday, June 10™
Friday, June 12t
Tuesday, June 16"

Friday, June 19
Friday, June 26"

(new items in bold)

Term One

Whole School Athletics - Landy Field
Normanby Kinder visit with Year 5 students
Thomson Kinder visit with Year 5 students

Coins for Caritas afternoon

Alphabet Kinder visit with Year 5 students

12.30 Easter Liturgy with Father Sijeesh 12.30pm. All welcome
5/6 Girls 9-a-side AFL (selected students)

Year 3-6 Cross Country 9.15

Easter Liturgy 12.45pm followed by raffle draw. All welcome
P&F special morning tea (hot cross bun)

Hot Cross Bun Drive pick up

End Term 1 - 1.30pm dismissal

Good Friday

Term Two

Student Free Day - Staff Professional Learning
Term Two begins for students

ANZAC Liturgy for students

Choir singing at ANZAC Service — Norlane, 10am
School Advisory Board 7pm

Parents & Friends 7pm

Year 1 Assembly

Smile Patrol Dental Van onsite

Melbourne Shrine Schools ANZAC Service (selected students)
Muftins with Mum and P&F Mother’s Day Stall

Year 2 Assembly

PSGs Years 3,5& 6

PSGs — Prep, Year 1 & Year 2

National Simultaneous Storytime

Year 4 Incurion — Reconciliation

Prep Assembly

PSGs Year 4

Year 3 Incursion — Reconciliation

Prep Excursion to Werribee Zoo

Student Free Day — Staff Professional Learning
King’s Birthday public holiday

Division Soccer — Myers Reserve (selected students)
Year 6 Assembly

Division Tee-Ball — Stead Park (selected students)
School Advisory Board 7pm

Special Lunch P&F — Pizza

Year 5 Assembly

End Term 2 — 1.30pm dismissal



Calendar of Events

July
Monday, July 13t
Tuesday, July 14™
Wednesday, July 15

Friday, July 24"
August
Sunday, August, 2"

Tuesday, August 18"

Monday, August 2428t

Tuesday, August 25"
September

Monday, Sep 7®-11%

Friday, September 18"

October
Monday, October 5%
Tuesday, October 6
Tuesday, October 27
November
Monday, November 2"
Tuesday, November 374
Monday, Nov 9®-11t%
Thursday, November 12
Tuesday, November 10™
Monday, November 16
Thursday, November 19
December
Friday, December 4"
Tuesday, December 8"
Tuesday, December 10™
Monday, December 14"
Tuesday, December 15%

(new items in bold)

Term Three

Student Free Day — Staff Professional Learning

Students begin Term Three

Emmaus Meal at S5pm — First Eucharist preparation family night
(please note change of date due to the change of Eucharist date)
Grandparent’s Day

Sacrament of First Eucharist 2.30pm

(please note change of date due to Basilica availability)
School Advisory Board 7pm

Book Week “Symphony of Stories”

Book Week dress up day with morning parade

Book Fair Week
End Term 3 — 1.30pm dismissal

Term Four

Student Free Day — Staff Professional Learning
Students begin Term Four
School Advisory Board 7pm

Student Free Day — Staff Professional Learning
Melbourne Cup Public holiday

Year 5/6 Camp Wilkin

Year 5/6 student rest day

Reconciliation Family Preparation evening

St Margaret’s Feast Day

Sacrament of Reconciliation 12:15pm

Student Free Day — Staff Professional Learning
School Advisory Board 7pm

Whole School Christmas Concert

Year 6 Graduation

Assembly — Prep presenting

End Term 4 — 1.30pm dismissal

St Margaret’s Primary School

83 St Albans Road
East Geelong 3219

Ph 5229 7453

O ©

Website: www.smgeelongeast.catholic.edu.au

Principal: Susan Perks sperks@smgeelongeast.com.au

Office Managers: Anne Miller amiller@smgeelongeast.com.au
Georgia Kavenagh gkavenagh@smgeelongeast.com.au

Business Manager: Libby Fitzgerald Ifitzgerald@smgeelongeast.com.au

Parish Priest: Father Jim Clarke frj@stmarysgeelong.com.au
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Dear Parents and Families,

Early next term we will be commencing our Baptism Preparation Program for any current students from Prep to Year 6
interested in being baptised in the Catholic Church.

The candidates will be taken through weekly sessions of activities and learning opportunities, aover a period of about 5
weeks, where they will learn about the history and symbolism of Baptism and its place in their lives.

We are very fortunate to be working in collaboration with our Parish Priest, Fr Jim Clark, and the staff at St Mary's Parish
to schedule a time and date for the students who undertake the Preparation Program to be Baptised in the same
Ceremony. Once the preparation program has been completed, there will be a date set with St Mary's Pansh for this
Ceremony to take place. A date will be confirmed once the Preparation Program is completed. This will be a special time
to come together and celebrate our Catholic faith as a school community as we welcome many of our students as the
newest members of the church.

Once this date has been confirmed, you will be agreeing to the following terms:

¢ To be in attendance for your child's Baptism on this date.

¢ o attend a meeting prior to this date after school hours to discuss the finer details of the Mass and how to best
prepare your child for the Sacrament of Baptism. The time/date of this meeting will be communicated following the
confirmation of this date. If your attendance at this meeting is not possible, you must organise an alternative time
to meet and discuss these details with the school Religious Education Coordinator.

* You understand that Baptism is the first Sacrament of Initiation and is a celebration that is a priority over other
events that may occur on this date. (eg. Having a sporting commitment on the date of the Ceremony is not a valid
reasan for missing this event).

As part of your child’s baptism, you will be required to fill out an enrolment form for St Mary's of the Angels Parish. This
note will be handed out during the meeting at school prior to the Baptism Ceremony.

Some important points to note about Baptising your child:

¢ One parent must be a baptised Catholic and the Church requires parental consent, even if one parent is not a
Catholic. The non-Catholic parent can have a part to play in the baptismal ceremony and is free to choose the
extent to which he or she is involved

e [f parents are not living together, then written permission from the parent not living with the child must be
produced.

e At least one Godparent must be a baptised, and confirmed, preferably practicing Catholic. All other Godparents
must be baptised in one of the Christian Religions.

* There will be a cost involved regarding the purchase of a Baptismal Candle and Stole that can be purchased from
the S5t Mary's Parish Office.

If you would like your child to participate in the program and receive the Sacrament of Baptism, can you please email me
at kbarbour@smgeelongeast.com.au by Wednesday 22 April, 2026.

Thank you for your support, and we look forward to this celebration with your child.

Kind Regards,
Kellie Barbour
Education in Faith Leader



School Community News

Cross country 3-6 will take place
this Thursday 9.15; last day of term

Uniform Reminder

As the weather begins to cool down, we ask that all students wear the &t
uniform they feel most comfortable in, whether that is the winter or
summer option. Please ensure that students do not wear a combination of §

only be worn with the correct designated school uniform.

Additionally, we have school beanies available for purchase at the front
office for $20, along with our school drink bottles for $10.

CARITAS AUSTRALIAR:

PROJECT i
COMPASSIONE=S

This Wednesday ofternoon, we will be having ovr 'Coins for Caritas’ afternoon,
Each class will be in competition to create the longest line out of the coins they have
kindly donated for those in need. Please return your Project Compassion boxes to
school by Tuesday 31st March. Thank you to our families who have donated. Your
support throvgh Project Compassion helps transform lives - bringing clean water,
education, healthcare and opportunities to commonities focing poverty and injustice.
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About Me

I'm an Australian artist and visual art teacher
based in Winchelsea, Victoria, and the
creative force behind Little Lyrebird Studio.

My work celebrates Australian fauna
alongside introduced pest species such as
deer, rabbits, and foxes.

Beyond the studio, I'm a musician, step-
mum, and an avid lover of the outdoors.

| find inspiration when camping, fishing, and
hunting with friends and family, which
translates into my greeting cards, postcards
photography, paintings, and illustrations.

e [llustration

» Photography

e Oil Pastel

 Acrylic Paintings

e Digital lllustrations
e Wood burning

e Greeting cards

e Postcards
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STUDIO

Contact Me

Email: LittleLyrebirdStudio@gmail.com

YouTube:
www.youtube.com/@MissGabrielleCosta

Instagrames:

O]

@MISSCOSTA_

@LLBSTUDIO3241



PARENTING SUPPORT
PROGRAMS

Geelong &
Barwon Southwest

Term 2, 2026

Free parenting programs for families with children, babies
to teens aged (018 years)

Programs delivered by:

Geelong Regional Parenting Service, MELI, Catholic Care Victoria, and
Drummond St Services

v In person and online options
v Evidence based, supportive programs
v Delivered by trusted local services
v Bookings are essential for all programs

NEW for 2026

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST NOW OPEN
FOR JUNE

1-2-3 Emotion Coaching — Additional Needs

This is a gentle, supportive program for
parents and carers of children who experience
big or unpredictable emotions.

Designed for families supporting children who
are neurodivergent, have a developmental
delay or disability, or need exira help with
emotional regulation.

Using a simple 1-2-3 approach, parents leam
to notice and name emotions, support calming
through connection and co-regulation, and
guide behaviour once emotions settle.

Flexible, practical strategies.
Mo pressure, just support

Are you a new Grandparent?
GRANDPARENTING PROGRAM

Being a grandparent is one of the most
exciting times in our life. A lot of information
and safety recommendations have changed
since we had our own children.

In this program join other grandparents as
we look at:
« understanding and managing child
behaviour
= connecting in meaningful ways to
strengthen relationships
= safety tips
= looking after ourselves within the
context of grandparenting
= where to find reliable information
regarding raising children

Expressions of Interest now open for April

IIEI:I‘J-N.E

Parenting
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Parent Education Events

PROGRAMS FOR BABIES & YOUNG
CHILDREN (0-% YEARS)

BUMPS TO BUBS

For: Young mothers and mothers-to-be (up to 23
years) with babies aged 0-1 year

Bumps to Bubs brings young mothers together to
support the journey of early parenting in a
welcoming and supportive environment.

BUBS TO TOTS

For: Mothers (up to 24 years) with children aged
1-2 years

Bubs to Tots supports mothers through shared
leamning, connechion, and parenting education
during the toddler years.

BRINGING UP GREAT KIDS — THE FIRST 1000 DAYS
For: Parents with children under 2 years

This program supports parents fo understand early
brain development, nurture secure relationships,
and reflect on their own expenences of being
parented.

BRINGING UP GREAT KIDS

For: Parents with children aged 12 months to 9
years

This program supports parents fo strengthen
communication with their child/ren, build positive
parent—child relationships, and encourage the
development of children’s positive self-idenfity.

CIRCLE OF SECURITY

For: Parents of children aged 1-5 ye=ars

Length: 8 weeks

This program helps parents build strong, secure
relationships by understanding children’s
emotional needs and responding in ways that
support healthy development.

FPROGRAMS FOR PRIMARY
SCHOOL-AGED CHILDREN (4-12 YEARS)

TUNING IN TO KIDS

For: Parents of children aged 4-10 years

Length: 6 weeks

Supports parents to help children understand and
manage emotions, strengthen relationships, and
improve social and leaming outcomes.

k7

Parenting

Term 2, 2026

THE ANXIETY COACH

For: Parents of children aged 512 years
Length: 5 weeks

Focuses on understanding childhood anxiety and
learning practical strategies to build resilience
and confidence in children.

STRENGTHENING FAMILY CONNECTIONS
For: Parents and children agad 8—12 years
Length: 8 weeks

Supports families to build positive relationships,
strengthen communication, and create a strong
family culture.

PROGRAMS FOR ADOLESCENTS &
TEENS (10-18 YEARS)

BRINGING UP GREAT KIDS — ADOLESCENTS
For: Parents of children aged 10-17 years
Length: 6 weeks

Supports parents to stay connected with
adolescents, understand behaviour, and
manage the challenges of parenting during

this stage.

TUNING IN TO TEENS

For: Parents of teens aged 12-18 years
Length: 6 weeks

Focuses on communication, emoticnal
intelligence, adolescent development, and
maintaining empathy and connection.

THE DAD WORKSHOP
This G-week program will focus on giving you
the tools you need to create a better life for
your entire family.
We will look at simple things you can do fo
improve:

» your relationship with yourself

« your relationship with your pariner

« your relationship with your kids

OUR KIDS — PARENTING AFTER SEPARATION
For: Parents following separation

Length: 6 weeks

Supports parents to focus on children’s needs
and develop helpful communication strategies
after separation.




[SUELEI L
S22IAI8S }9311S puowwnig

LTINS
BRIV
FuDeRurIg

S50L 1225 ‘ud

NE B0 JIASIEID1[OUIED MMM

Buojaan
- anuan diysuonedy Ajlwed

alle

T ..._m_.___. AT

l¥lf 2LES ‘Ud
Bunus

Jed/ne wod elensnebuc==ab MMM
aa1des Bunualed jeuocibay
mEEEr.n_

sBunjoog

SSLUL SNOLE,

S3JEp SNOLE,

sunf  — [udy pg
sAepsIny |

"S|IEjap Jayuny 1o aysqam Jisy) 995
asea|d ‘sweiboid aujuo jo abuel
E 120 S321A9G )S pUOLLLLNI(]

Buojsag ‘Jeans weybnoig poL-z6
WELER

anua) diysuonejsy Awey

sweiboid Bunuared aujup

(weiboig ssepig bunuaiey)

uoneledsg
Jaye Bunuaied — spry 1ng

wdggg —wdggy, | MBI L-1udy gL S[epanci9) ‘peoy s1feH G¥ | weiBoad Bunuatedpueis
skepsiny | anusy Ajwe pue iy sjepanio .
o wdne s | 2Unr € - judy Zz uoBiy ‘anuany anA aljeg . e
wdo0'6 —Wd00'L | " saepsaupep | enuen Al pue pryg uolybiy Ann2ag 4o a1
wdgp'g —wdggy | BN mmﬂm__..ﬁﬂ,m Q=M Eg.,_u,_mm %Eﬁ_c_ 2 spiy 1ea19 dn Buibung
wdggg —wdpgp | * m%%m__ﬂ_ﬁ WooZ eI SUIUQ seq 0001 1S4 ¥ONg
 udnes | 2UNMSZ —Bunr DIA BUEHON ‘PEOY X0D) 51} uoneidepy Buiyoeo)
WwdgO'6 — WAoo, shepsiny | Dy SUELION uonows] 3 216e ¢ ‘7 ‘L
wdpp 6 —wdpg ' hﬂaﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ SWES | JOSOIIY EIA BUIUQ spiy 03 ui Buun
Rep ez - jud
wdppg —wdpgy | "W mmm }m_._m_.Eﬂmw SWES | POSOUIY EIA SUIUQD doysyiop pea 2yl

awn)

sayeq | sheq

aNuUIA | UoRe20T

9Z0z ‘T wia)

SjU3AJ UonIEINP] Julied



0068 9225 -Ud

ne"RJo =00 AWM

Auepag
pue 4 A7 1o} aweu mau ay) ‘I8N

Mo

uoneredag Bunebiaey | s10] 01 sqng | suonsauuor) Anueq Bulwaypbuang | sgng o3 sdwng

13w 12e1u0d aseajd sweiboxd buimo|jo) ayl 10} 1sasaiul

oA ssaidxa o]

wdgez | —Wwege o)

aunp || - Aep J

fenbio] ‘1q Bilway 7| “anuan

spry o1 u] Bupun |

sAepsiny | fpunuwiwony buuedyy saquuelmy
D | I o e e
wdpg z - wdpez1 m::mmwkmmwmmm SibisH ufuer ‘peoy Em__mm_mm_,,_p funoas jo sy
wdgg) —wdgeg | U 9L SN S Pauna N "aRa BN OLL | spry 03 ur Buyun) speg

WEQE 11 —WEepE’6

sunp g| - Aepy 5

ouo?) ‘(19ang anysayy
J8uio) peoy [BLind Z51-9v|

spiy 1ea1y dn Builbung

shepsan) anuan Ajwe sajeug uAeioy

L . uusy Iy Uo)BUMILAL ‘1D USPIOA 07
HIEDE- L] R0 6 skepsan] | @snoy poounoqubian uolBUTIYAN sang 0} sduing
— . | BuUnp Gl -Aey ¢ | sibBisy uAjwey ‘pecy Jesejeg g (asuajola Ajnuey 1s)e)
e ~ WdgE T shepuopy BN | spiyi ea19 dn buibung

IoUS earepy

ME D10 JIABIEIDNOLED
-3
000€ 6555 ‘Ud
e DI0 JIADIEIDI[OLIED MAM

jooquIBULIEA
— BLIOIDIA 2JED2I0UIED

I g
Sie3oue )
sBunjoog

salul SNOLE A

aun|

SS]EpP SNOLEA

saje(] j sheq

S|IE}SP JBUHNY IO SpSCEMm JIBUL
gas asea|d ‘sweiboid Bujuaied
Jo abuel e Jayo jcoquiBuLIBAN

— BLOJIA BIEQIIOYIED

anuaj | uoneso]

swelbosd Bunuared snouep

97Z0T ‘T w3

SjuaA3 uolleanp3 jualed



