
 

 

 
Term Three, Week 8 

August 31st, 2026 

#26 
From Susan’s Desk  Leadership and Management News 

Dear Families, 
 

What a fantastic week we have had celebrating Book Week at our school. A huge thank you goes to Miss Marg 

for all of her incredible hard work in organising such a memorable event. Despite the rain coming down, our 

parade was a truly wonderful occasion that brought everyone together in celebrating a symphony of books. 

Events like Book Week remind us of the immense benefits that reading brings to our children. Books open up 

new worlds, spark imagination, foster empathy, and build critical literacy skills that support learning across 

every subject. Reading regularly encourages curiosity and provides a foundation for lifelong learning. To keep 

this wonderful momentum going, we are excited to continue celebrating books with our Book Fair starting on 

Monday, September 7th. Thank you once again to Marg for making this all possible. 
 

This week, we take a moment to celebrate and honor our incredible Learning Support Officers (LSOs) for LSO 

Appreciation Week. Our LSOs are the heartbeat of our classrooms, working tirelessly behind the scenes and 

alongside our teachers to ensure every student feels supported, encouraged, and empowered to succeed. 

Whether providing one-to-one assistance, guiding small group learning, or offering a compassionate ear, their 

dedication, patience, and warmth make a profound impact on our school community every single day. On 

behalf of the entire staff, our students, and families, we extend our heartfelt thanks to our LSOs for everything 

they do. Make sure to give them an extra thank you when you see them around school this week!  
 

Looking ahead to next week, we are looking forward to celebrating the special men in our 

lives on Friday, September 4th for Donuts with Dad. Please come along 

from 8:10 am to share a hot drink and a donut with your children. Don't 

forget to purchase your raffle tickets, which will be drawn that morning 

with some incredible prizes up for grabs and all profits going directly 

towards our school. Right after Donuts with Dad, our Father's Day Stall 

will be open for students. Please remember to purchase your gifts for dad 

via the Flexischools app beforehand, as we are going completely cashless 

this year. We are also still in need of two more parent helpers to assist at 

the stall, so please reach out if you can lend a hand. 
 

The weekend celebrations continue with our upcoming Bake Sale on Garden Street on Saturday, September 5th. 

Please bring in your baked goods to school on Friday, September 4th, and then be sure to visit us on Saturday to 

purchase some delicious treats. We still need helpers to run the stall on Saturday, and you can sign up for 

available time slots via the Flexischools app. This is a fantastic fundraising opportunity because all products are 

donated, meaning every sale is pure profit for our school. The more we bake and sell, the more we raise to 

support our students. If you need inspiration, check out our Instagram page for some great ideas for easy 

recipes, and get cooking! Also, if you have any spare packing sets at home, please return them to the office so 

families who have requested extras can use them. 

…continued over 
 

 

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land that St Margaret's is located on, 
the Wathaurong people. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging 

and acknowledge the importance of Aboriginal culture in all the work we do. 
  
 

All students attending St Margaret's Primary School have the right to feel safe. The care, safety and wellbeing of children 
and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. St Margaret's is a culturally safe environment in 
which the diverse and unique identities and experiences of all children and young people are respected and valued.  

    



 

 
 

Leadership and Management News   

 

We want to extend a thank you to the small group of P&F parents who work tirelessly behind the scenes. Your 

dedication makes such a massive difference for our school community in organizing these wonderful events for 

everyone to enjoy.  
 

We also want to acknowledge the students representing St Margaret’s at the Division Athletics competition on 

Tuesday. We hope they thoroughly enjoy the experience and represent our school with pride and great 

sportsmanship.  
 

Have a wonderful week ahead, and we look forward to seeing you all on Friday for Donuts with Dad. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Calendar of Events  (new items in bold) 

Term Three 
September 

Tuesday, September 1st  Division Athletics (selected students) 

Friday, September 4th   Donuts with Dad 

    Fathers’ Day Stall 

    Fathers’ Day Raffle 

    Bake Sale items due at school 

Saturday, September 5th  Fathers’ Day Bake Sale 

Monday, Sep 7th-11th  Book Fair Week 

Wednesday, September 9th Yr 5 Excursion Rollerway  

    Cricket Blast Prep-2 (during PE)  

Friday, September 11th  Assembly Yr 2 

Monday, September 14th  Prep and Year 5/6 Swimming 

Thursday, September 17th Footy Colours Day 

    P&F Special Lunch - Pies 

    Footy Raffle 

Friday, September 18th End Term 3 - 1.30pm dismissal 

 

Term Four 
October 

Monday, October 5th  Student Free Day - Staff Professional Learning 

Tuesday, October 6th  Students begin Term Four 

Tuesday, October 20th   Parents and Friends 7pm  
Tuesday, October 27th  School Advisory Board 7pm 

November 

Monday, November 2nd Student Free Day - Staff Professional Learning 

Tuesday, November 3rd Melbourne Cup Public holiday 

Monday, Nov 9th-11th  Year 5/6 Camp Wilkin 

Thursday, November 12th Year 5/6 student rest day 

Tuesday, November 10th Reconciliation Family Preparation evening 

Monday, November 16th St Margaret’s Feast Day 

Thursday, November 26th Sacrament of Reconciliation 12:15pm 

December 

Friday, December 4th Student Free Day - Staff Professional Learning 

Tuesday, December 8th School Advisory Board 7pm 

Tuesday, December 10th Whole School Christmas Concert 

Monday, December 14th Year 6 Graduation 

Tuesday, December 15th Assembly - Prep presenting 

    End Term 4 - 1.30pm dismissal 
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Student of the Week Awards   

Class Student Awards presented Friday, August 28th 

Prep JC Kyah Batterbury For her wonderful fluency whilst reading.. Well Done Kyah! 

Prep JC Estee Deocampo 
For her efforts and persistence in reading to learn more complex sounds. 

Amazing work Estee. 

Prep SB Heidi Pritchard 
For all the hardwork and commitment you give to your learning. It is a great 

example to others. 

Prep SB Amelia Pfaffel 
For all her efforts in learning the letter sounds to support her reading, Well 

done Amelia! 

Yr 2 CR Aksel Sibi For a great week at swimming! Well done Aksel! 

Yr 2 CR Bailey Cardigan For his enthusiasm towards book week activities. Well done Bailey! 

Yr 3 AC Max Higgins For your positive attitude towards your learning! Great work Max! 

Yr 3 AC Piper Drever For your persistence in your writing tasks! Well done Piper! 

Yr 3 HM Paris Likoudis For always being an upstander and a responsible class member. 

Yr 3 HM Kenley Nguyen For your outstanding effort in writing and including vocabulary. 

Yr 4 JC Mila Ghin 
For her creative poetry writing about a panda during our literacy block. Well 

done Mila! 

Yr 4 JC William Ferguson 
For always giving 100% effort across all curriculum areas. Well done 

William! 

Yr 4 LC Arlo Bailey-Lane 
For demonstrating the skills of a reflective and persistent problem solver. 

Brilliant effort, Arlo. 

Yr 4 LC Claudia Walker 
For presenting her work creatively and with great attention to detail. 

Amazing work, Claudia. 

Yr 5 FM Archie McLaren 
Well done on being part of the PPP program and showing enthusiasm and 

care to younger students. Great work Archie! 

Yr 5 FM Franki Pease 
For your enthusiasm and care participating in the PPP program with our 

junior students. Well done Frank! 

Yr 5 KH Addison Launer 
For her positive engagement in our text-based unit: ‘The Grandest Bookshop 

in the World’. 

Yr 5 KH Mateo Horvatic 
For being a great friend to others, demonstrating kindness and care. Well 

done and thank you Mateo. 

Yr 6 DW Sonny Kirwan 
For always putting in his best efforts with his school tasks, supporting his 

classmates and doing all of this with good humour. 

Yr 6 DW Ivy Simonsen 
For her outstanding attitude in Maths, putting in her best efforts which is 

leading to great improvement. 

Principal’s Award Koda Spirling 
For including and helping others during play performances in 

Performing Arts 
 



 

 
 

School Community News   

Book Week 
 

Thanks everyone for another successful Book Week.  The costumes on 

parade Tuesday were a symphony of colour, imagination and enthusiasm!   
 

Over 40 families participated in the family quiz with all of these families 

receiving full marks and a 10-pack of bookmarks prize: 
 

Knight, MacColl, Launer, Batterbury, Weber, Merrigan, 

Connor, Pritchard, Bartlett, Foley, McCallum, Williams, 

Mactier, Young, Toohey, Bailey-Lane, Jolly, Oliver, 

Nolan, Brauer, Wilson, Martini 
 

The students had the opportunity to have their own say in choosing their 

favourites of the shortlisted books and the very clear winners were: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Best Junior Picture Book 

 
Best Childrens’ Picture Book 

 

Story Dogs 
 

Book Week wouldn't be the same without our annual guests of honor from Story Dogs, 

Bri and Dash. This year Dash rocked Woody from Toy Story, lapping up every bit of 

attention while he trotted through the parade to cheers, waves and pats.   
 

Thank you to Bri - Dash's unwavering handler - who never misses an opportunity for 

Dash to participate in so many of our school events. Stay tuned for a special Story Dogs 

event coming in Term 4. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

School Community News   

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

School Community News   

 



 

 
 

School Community News   

 

 



 
 

School Community News   

 
 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

Join the Grovedale Cricket Club Family This Summer! 

 
Grovedale Cricket Club is welcoming new players to our Master Blasters, Junior Boys and Junior Girls 

programs for the 2026/27 season. Whether your child is new to cricket or looking to build their skills, our 

focus is on fun, participation, friendship and development in a safe and supportive environment. 
 

Our proud "One Club" culture brings together players, parents and families from juniors through to seniors, 

creating a strong sense of community and belonging. With experienced coaches, great facilities and clear 

development pathways, Grovedale is the perfect place for children to learn, grow and enjoy the game. 
 

Registrations and enquiries: 

Junior Boys registration link – NOW OPEN 

https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/register/61ccc9 

Junior Girls registration link – NOW OPEN 

https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/register/b350a7 

Blasters registration link – Open 1st September 

https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/register/3a06ec 

 

email - juniors@grovedalecricket.com.au 

 

Matt Luttrell 

President  

Grovedale Cricket Club 
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